
 

   

 

A Dales Prayer 

May the Father's grace abound in you as the flowing water of the beck. 

May the Son's love and hope invigorate you as the rising slopes of fell and dale. 

May the Spirit's companionship be with you as the glory of the golden meadows. 
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Epiphany for today 
 

This month we celebrate Epiphany, 

when we remember the Magi from the 

East who followed a star to find the baby 

Jesus: óWhere is the one who has been 

born king of the Jews?ô (Matthew 2:1).  

At the start of a New Year, amid the 

uncertainty of the pandemic, are we 

asking the same question? The gifts they 

offered show us how we can find Him in 

the uncertainty of the coming year: óthey 

bowed down and worshipped Himéand 

presented Him with gifts of gold, 

frankincense and myrrh.ô (2:11). 

The gift of gold reflects that the Magi 

saw in the baby a king, destined to rule 

over us all. In this coming year we need 

to remember that Jesus is on the throne, 

the seat of power and authority in the 

whole universe. Will we crown Him king 

of our lives and dedicate all that we are 

and do to Him? 

The gift of frankincense reflects that 

the visitors saw not just an earthly king, 

but God in human flesh. Incense 

symbolises the prayers of Godôs people 

and so this gift reminds us that God is 

worthy of our worship and prayer. Will 

we offer our praise and prayer, as we 

seek God to guide us through the 

uncertainties of this time? 

The gift of myrrh reflects that these 

astrologers saw beyond the babyôs birth 

and life, to His death which would secure 

life for all. Jesus was offered myrrh on 

the cross and was a spice used in His 

tomb. As we face the sufferings of this 

New Year, we can be confident that 

Jesus knows and understands our 

experience. Are we ready to trust Him? 

Canon Paul Hardingham 

 

óGlorious now behold Him arise, King 

and God and Sacrifice! Heavôn sings 

Hallelujah: Hallelujah the earth 

replies.ô (óWe Three Kingsô). 

 

  



 

 

From the Churches & Villages 
 Parish News

 

ew Beginnings! As we greet a 

new year many minds will be 

focused on new beginnings - and 

possibly one fresh start in particular. The 

search for a new Vicar for our Parish is 

due to enter a crucial phase, with 

shortlisting and interviews scheduled to 

take place during the opening months of 

the year. 

The job vacancy was advertised by the 

Diocese of Leeds in December, and the 

closing date for applications is Sunday, 

January 17. The shortlist of applicants is 

due to be drawn up at a meeting on 

Thursday, January 28, and interviews are 

scheduled for Monday, February 8. 

  
At present we have few further details 

about the interview day because we do not 

know what coronavirus-related 

restrictions may be in place at that time, 

but we will seek to keep readers posted as 

we firm up the arrangements. 

 

The Gathering 
Virtual links have allowed the Parishôs 

prayer group to keep ómeetingô during 

the coronavirus crisis. The group, known 

as The Gathering, was set up shortly after 

the new Parish was formed, with 

members meeting at each otherôs homes 

to pray for the needs of our Dales.  

The pandemic and the restrictions 

associated with it put a stop to the actual 

meetings, but at a time when prayers were 

so clearly needed the group swiftly 

switched to online technology to ensure 

its work continued. The Gathering now 

meets by Zoom once a month. The next 

meeting is on January 17, when the topic 

for prayer will be vulnerable and isolated 

people, especially those at the mercy of 

the weather: the elderly and those living 

alone; those with mental illness; people 

travelling on the roads; and the 

bereaved. The group will also pray for 

specific topics of concern at that time and 

will remember people who are known to 

be in particular need. 

The group is open to all. Anyone who 

is interested in either joining in prayers 

with The Gathering or who would like to 

ask for prayers should contact Andrew 

Hitchon at the Parish Office by emailing 

upperwharfedale@leeds.anglican.org or 

phoning 01756 380237.  
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The Children's Society 

A huge thank you to all those kind people 

who gave a donation to the Childrenôs 

Society as we were, sadly, unable to hold 

the Fold Farm Christmas Coffee Morning 

or collect the house boxes this year. 

Taking advice from the society, Barbara 

plans to make up for this by collecting the 

boxes in April and, following Corona 

rules, holding a fundraising Spring/Easter 

event instead. £200 has been sent to the 

Childrenôs Society to help with the 

wonderful work they do to assist 

disadvantaged young people. 

Barbara Lambert 
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The Christmas & Preserve Stall held in 

the Lychgate of St, Mary's, Kettlewell on 

Saturday, 5th December raised £680 for 

Parish Funds. Many thanks to all who 

contributed to the event in any way and 

made it such a worthwhile occasion. It 

was good to see folk, in person, from the 

village, up the Dale, down the Dale and 

over the hill from Littondale. Thank you. 

Sue Nelson 

 

St Michael and All Angels, 
Hubberholme Church 
 

 
 

Our thanks go to everyone who helped to 

decorate the yew trees outside church for 

Christmas and the limited decoration 

inside. Revd. Rod Geddes is sincerely 

thanked for his early Christmas 

Communion service which brought a 

feeling of some normality during these 

unusual times. We hope that all our 

supporters had a peaceful and joyous 

time. 
In January we are hoping to hold two 

services in church, weather permitting. 

These will be at 11.15am on Sunday 

January 3rd & January 17th. On Sunday 

January 10th, 24th & 31st church is open for 

Private Prayer from 10am to 2pm. 
According to our January sidesperson 

rota, Mrs. Halsall & Mrs E. Hird are on 

duty on January 3rd, and Mr & Mrs K. 

Jeddere-Fisher on January 13th to 

welcome people. Readers at these 

services will read using their own Bibles. 

If you are on any of the rota lists and feel 

unable to help during Coronavirus 

restrictions, then please ring Deirdre 

01756 760296.  
We continue to try to open our church 

for those of you who feel comfortable 



 

 

about meeting in a public place following 

the guidelines. For others we hope some 

of the online services help you to feel part 

of the larger community. 

 Village News 
 

Kettlewell Primary School 

 
 

And so Christmas arrived at Kettlewell! It 

was done slightly differently, but 

remained special, more so in these strange 

times. 

A Christmas Concert was held outside 

in the playground, with parents attending, 

all socially distanced, standing by their 

designated cone. The children sang songs, 

danced and rang the school bell. Parents 

also danced and waggled their ears to the 

song, Dominic the Donkey [note: parents 

may need more rehearsals next year!]. 

Christmas Nativity was held indoors 

with no audience, but it was all filmed and 

DVDs made available to parents. The 

school's elderly Christmas tree finally 

gave up the ghost, so an appeal to the 

community to donate Christmas trees was 

quite simply, overwhelming. Thank you 

to Kettlewell and Starbotton parish 

council, to Paul and Tessa Dyer, to all the 

parents and grandparents who donated 

decorations and to Jonathan Lawes for his 

beautiful real tree that will be planted in 

the new year. We are truly blessed with a 

supportive and generous community.  

School organised a Secret Santa 

present-buying service, ran a Christmas 

postbox, made Christmas dinner, had 

Christmas jumper day and held a 

Christmas party. Rev David Macha gave 

all the children an activity book and iced 

biscuit and created an online Christmas 

assembly discussing the Christmas story. 

Many things have gone online, and 

Kettlewell were the first school in North 

Yorkshire and possibly the UK to have 

online safety sessions delivered by the 

police. It's important that children receive 

this training as they inevitably spend more 

time on their computers and tablets during 

lockdowns. The children entered a 

competition for an online safety poster as 

well as a new 50p piece design. 

Congratulations Jack for creating the 

winning design! 

But it's not all been online, Children 

experimented with robotics and 

electronics, making them from scratch, 

wrestled with Ordnance Survey maps, and 

a new Book Club is to be launched in 

January. 

 
And then there was the owl! Mrs 

Addyman found a baby owl in the road on 

her journey to work and brought it in. It 

was remarkably cute and was named 

Seargeant Bean. The owl was suffering 

from concussion, so after a quick trip to 



 

 

the vets and a bit of rest, it was released 

back into the wild at exactly the same spot 

that it was found. A happy tale to start the 

new year!  

The primary school admissions' 

deadline is 15th January. We'd love to see 

your little one in our happy, 

nurturing school in September 2021! 

School restarts on 5th January 2021, so if 

you have any questions, please contact us 

and we'd be happy to help. 

Sara Cooper 

 

Kettlewell Village Hall 

 
 

Following the success of the film 

"Military Wives" we intend to show 

another one in January. This will be the 

film we intended to show in November " 

The Runaways" but couldn't due to Covid 

restrictions. 

After their home life is turned upside 

down, three children and the family's 

donkeys escape across the backbone of 

Northern England, confronting both the 

harsh landscapes and what it means to be 

siblings. 

The date is Friday 15th January with 

an option for Saturday 16th January if 

oversubscribed. Due to the current Covid 

regulations we can only accommodate 15 

in the hall socially distanced. Perhaps one 

or two more depending on family bubbles.  

Tickets £5 adults, £2.50 under 19, 

available from Zarinas café from 

10.00am-3.00pm, Friday-Monday, or by 

email zarinabelk@gmail.com to arrange 

collection. Payment is by contactless or 

exact money in an envelope. No tickets on 

the door. Again, this may have to be 

cancelled at short notice depending on 

Government restrictions applying at the 

time. 

 

Kettlewell & District Horticultural 
Society Show  
Plans are afoot to hold this yearôs Show 

on Sunday 12th September when the 

Committee is hoping life will be getting 

back to a form of normality. The Society 

will NOT be holding an AGM this year as 

the accounts etc are in exactly the same 

position as at the AGM of February 2020. 

In the meanwhile, the themes for the 

Photographic Section are to be the same 

as those chosen for last year - óSpringô, 

óBridgesô and, of course, the usual óAny 

Subjectô. No photograph to exceed 7ò x 5ò 

before mounting. Happy snapping! 
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 Rainfall for November 2020 
 

Arncliffe:   201.0mm/7.91 ins Litton:     246.88/9.72 ins

 

Here are some excerpts from a sermon on rain preached by William Shuffrey, the vicar 

of Arncliffe, in the late 1890s/early 1900s. 

  
òWe have lately been visited with an extra 
quantity of rain during the last few weeks, 
so that no less than 11 inches of rain fell in 
the month of November, and 1,100 tons of 
rain fell on each acre, at Halton Gill only 9 
inches, at Settle only 7 inches. Our rainfa ll 
being heavier than either of these because 
we lie on the lee side which is on the rain 
side of the two great hills of Penyghent 
and Fountains Fell.  

When we turn to the Bible , we find 
that rain is frequently spoken of but the 
people in those countries had it under 
conditions which  are very different from 
those with which we are acquainted. Some 
of the spiritual teachings which rain 
suggests are these:  

It is a blessing which comes from 
above, a blessing, for all the fertility of the 
earth would perish without it , and it 

comes from above. Many seek for 
blessings from below, and tried to find 
them in the production s, the wealth, the 
inventions which this lower world brings, 
but the rain, which is the greatest gift God 
has given to us and without which we 
could not enjoy his other blessings, comes 
from above, so the most valuable spiritual 
gifts are from above, the gift of Jesus 
Christ, the doctrine, the righteousness 
which he brings.  

Let us not forget to beseech God to 
pour down upon us the abundance of his 
mercy, the dew of his blessing; and may 
he pour into our hearts such love towards 
him that we may obtain his promises 
which exceed all that we can desire.ó 

Lessons from the Dale. WA Shuffrey 

The Wharfe In Winter 
Angela Falshaw  
Buckden Art Group 


