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A Dales Prayer
May the Father's grace abound in you as the flowing water of the beck.
May the Son's love and hope invigorate you as the rising slopes of fell and dale.
May the Spirit's companionship be with you as the glory of the golden meadows.
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From the Vicar…

W

e have probably all being
saying the Lord’s Prayer a lot
more since the pandemic
began. I’ve tried to remember to recite it
each time I wash my hands. It has been a
lifeline this past year when the panic has
started rising and when it felt like
everything was going down the plughole.
On Cardinal
Newman’s
shroud
was
written the words
“Cor ad cor
loquitur”: heart
speaks to heart.
That’s as good a
definition
of
prayer as I have
come
across:
heart speaks to
heart. T. S. Elliot
described prayer
as
“something
understood”,
a
spark
of
connection.
The psalms
are a great place
to start (and
continue, and end) with our praying. The
psalms are poetry, but they are also
prayers. Jesus prayed the psalms; they
were his own prayer book. They express
the whole of human experience, the
despair as well as the hope, the joy and the
fear. Anger… abandonment… but at root
a deep trust in God. All human experience
is found here.
Priests are charged to teach people to
pray. I interpret this task as being about

how to help foster an encounter with the
living God. Sometimes we can get stuck.
A priest admitted to his spiritual director
that his prayer life had dried up. He was
asked to say honestly when he felt closest
to God. He said it was when listening to
jazz with a glass of red wine in his hand.
He now prays each day in this way, a form
of prayer that is
lifegiving,
connected to the
source,
heart
speaks to heart
… through jazz.
We
each
apprehend God
in many different
ways, but we all
have
natural
preferences.
Some of us are
contemplatives:
we meet God in
the silence. For
others
our
approach to God
is very verbal:
words,
a
tumbling out of
words. For others it is through expressing
how we are feeling to God. There is no
one right way in which to pray.
Broadly speaking there are these three
approaches: head (words, cerebral), heart
(expressing our emotions to God), and gut
(silence and intuition). We are all created
so different, God has such an eye for
diversity. But it is important to see the big
picture, that all of us apprehend God in all
of these ways, through silence, through

being creative, through articulation. As
we go through life, however, we discern
particular paths into prayer that work for
us.
Rowan Williams described prayer as
being a bit like sunbathing. You simply
have to position yourself where you can
be irradiated by the source of life and
light. Sounds easy… yes, sometimes
prayer can feel as natural as breathing.
Most of the time, however, prayer feels
difficult. It is hard work to keep at our
prayers, and we sometimes have to be a
bit bloody-minded and disciplined about
it.

When his disciples asked him to teach
them how to pray Jesus came up with the
Lord’s Prayer. Seventy words that speak
truth into our deepest human needs. I
conclude with words by Sam Wells who
came up with this concise summary of the
Lord’s prayer. He interestingly pointed
out that the first half of the Lord’s Prayer
is about God and the second half is about
us:
God is with us. God is coming to us. God
will finally prevail. God gives us enough
for today. God heals the hurt and damage
of yesterday. God will be with us,
whatever happens.
Tom

Leyburn Road, Kettlewell, by Julia Queen, Buckden Art Group

From the Churches & Villages
Parish News
COVID-19 restrictions
Everyone will be aware that the
Government has announced that most
remaining restrictions will continue until
July 19 instead of being lifted on June 21
as had been anticipated. This means that
we will still have to follow social
distancing rules in our Churches and also
wear face masks while inside and use
hand sanitisers. The present rules on
singing will also still apply. We will
update people in the Parish as and when
we receive further information.

Licensing Service
The Licensing Service for our new Vicar,
the Rev Tom Lusty, is due to take place at
7pm on Monday, 28 June, at St Oswald’s
Church, Arncliffe. As mentioned above,
the service will be taking place with some
coronavirus-related restrictions still in
place. This will mean that the number of
people able to attend the service will
unfortunately have to be limited because
of the need for social distancing and we
are currently considering how that affects
what we do that evening.

Online Services
Our Online Services were started when
we first went into lockdown and have
proved to be a huge boon to people in the
Parish and beyond. They also involve a lot
of hard work and devotion from the
dedicated team behind the services. The
number of people viewing the services
has fallen in recent weeks, though a

significant number are still doing so. With
these considerations in mind, it has been
decided to produce an Online Service
every month instead of every week. This
will start with the service on July 4. The
idea is to continue thereafter with a new
service being put on the website
(www.upperwharfedalechurches.org) in
time for the first Sunday of each month,
except when the service is timed to
coincide with a specific event or religious
festival. Updates and information will be
provided in the Online Services
themselves and also in other Parish
communications, such as these emails and
The Link.

Christian Aid Week 2021

Though Christian Aid Week is over it is
still possible to donate using a button on
the Home Page of our Parish Website
(www.upperwharfedalechurches.org)
which takes you to a JustGiving page set
up by Joanna Clarke, the Treasurer of the
Upper Wharfedale Churches Together
Christian Aid Group. In June’s Link the
total of Upper Wharfedale & Littondale
donations made to the 2021 Christian Aid
campaign for Climate Justice was

standing at around £3,000. As the July
edition of Link goes to print the total
figure to date stands at just over £4,000.
Please look in your church porches for the
final figure which should be posted
sometime in July. Thank you again to all
who gave of their time and money to make
this campaign such a success here in the
dales.
Churches Together in Upper Wharfedale Christian Aid Group

fuller and more informative as we hope to
move to a situation where restrictions are
eased further, and social activities come to
the fore again.

Getting Involved with The Link
Would you like to get involved with the
production of our popular Parish
magazine? A small group meets using
Zoom each month to help plan the format
of the Link for the coming month. If you
are interested in becoming involved,
please email Editor Ian Smith
at smithiwho@gmail.com

From the Registers
FUNERAL
3 June – St Oswald’s, Arncliffe – Joseph
Malcolm Ingleby

APCM 2021

St Mary’s Kettlewell

Notices relating to this year’s APCM,
held by Zoom on 20 April, have been
posted at our Churches and can also be
found by going to our website
(www.upperwharfedalechurches.org),
clicking on ‘More’ at the top right of the
Home Page and scrolling down to APCM
2021.

New additions to Parish Website
If you haven’t looked at our Parish
Website for a little while, or have only
been on the Home Page, you may have
missed a few new features which are to be
found at:
www.upperwharfedalechurches.org
These include a new page on the
Kettlewell Churchyard Project, and also a
page devoted to Fundraising initiatives
and events in the Parish. The latter page is
in its early stages but should become

Rotas for St. Mary’s, Kettlewell
Sidespeople
4 July
Susi Swire
18 July Colin Fairweather
Cleaning
Lesley Chamberlain

Produce Stall in The Lychgate
Following on from the very successful
Easter event, yet another Produce Stall, in
the Lychgate of Kettlewell Church, is
being planned for Saturday, 7th August
from 10.30am, in aid of Church Funds.

An array of produce will be available
including:
Jams and Marmalade
Cakes and Biscuits
Greetings Cards
Tombola Stall
Please note the date in your diaries and
come along for your summer goodies.

St Michael and All Angels,
Hubberholme Church

Hello to all Friends and Supporters of St
Michael & All Angels Church. We hope
when you receive the July Link, Rev Tom
Lusty will have been licenced and that he
will be taking our church services on
Sundays. We would like to thank again
Rev Rod Geddes and Rev Ian Greenhalgh
for caring for us during the Vacancy.
Without their support things would have
been much harder. All being well Rev Ian
Greenhalgh will be back in Hubberholme
in August to take a wedding.
Please remember when you go in
church you need to enter your names and
contact details in the book at the back of
church for tracking and tracing, wear your
mask, sanitize your hands and keep social
distancing.
The Annual Fund-Raising Quiz is still
available. Our quiz is named ‘The Show,
The Place, The Flower, & Find the

Phrase’. Compiled by Josie Cowpe. It
costs £1.00 per entry.
Quiz Example:
Skopelos mother = Mamma Mia
A deer in its home = Buckden
Yorkshire & Lancashire wars = Roses
1666 GFof L = Great fire of London
They are available from local
businesses and church members or ring
Josie 01756 761154, Sandie 01756
802090, Deirdre 01756 760296 to get
your copy. Church needs your financial
support. Thank you.
According to our July sidesperson
rota Bernard & Jane Way are on duty on
4 July; Josie Cowpe & Christopher
Winnpenny on 11 July; Stuart & Penny
Ebden on 18 July; and Deirdre Halsall &
Liz Hird on 25 July. Readers at these
services will read using their own Bibles.
The dates of these services may be altered
in line with Covid regulations at the time.

Village News
Upper Wharfedale Primary
Federation Governing Body
Would you like to help shape the
future of our local schools?
We have 12 members on the Federation
Governing Board all of whom are
appointed by different constituencies. It is
a fascinating and rewarding role and a
chance to make a contribution to the
strategic direction of our four
schools. From time to time we have
vacancies for Parent and Co-opted
Governor roles which are open to Parents
of children on roll at any of our four
schools and to members of the wider
community. It would be really helpful to
have an indication from anyone who may
be interested now or in the future so we
can keep your interest on file for when
these vacancies arise. Parent Governor
roles are by election amongst parents: coopted Governors are appointed by the
Governing Body. If you are interested and
would like further information please
contact Anne Vetch, Chair of Governors
at cofg@uwpf.n-yorks.sch.uk It would be
great to hear from you.”
Anne Vetch
Chair of Governors – Upper Wharfedale
Primary Federation

Friends of Kettlewell School - Update
Due to social distancing restrictions not
being lifted as anticipated, it is with great
regret that we cannot run our 4th of July
event at Kettlewell Village Hall as hoped.
We are however, planning a blind auction,
and already have a fantastic variety of
local services and items to bid for – from
a car service to having your nails done -

so watch out for more details in the next
few weeks!

UWALS 2021 Events
It would seem our optimism about being
able to go ahead with the talk by Dr
Annie Gray on July 16th was misplaced.
All the uncertainty around opening up on
June 21st has resulted in UWALS being
unable to publicise the event or to sell
tickets. As you know, we don't aim to
make a profit on ticket sales but we do
have cover our costs so we have
reluctantly decided we must postpone this
event. We are negotiating to find a new
date in 2022.

However, we do have The Very
Grimm Brothers coming up to The
Octagon on Saturday 28th August at
7.30pm.
Their
brand-new
show,
Unlocked, is tailormade for reopening
after Covid, providing an evening of
laughter and music. A tonic we all need!
Ticket prices will be around the £10 to
£12 mark we believe and it would help our
planning if you could indicate your
interest in purchasing tickets by
phoning 01756 770051/770350
or emailing: uwalsociety@gmail.com
Any Covid regulations in place by
then will, of course, be implemented. Find
out a bit more about the show
at http://www.liveandlocal.org.uk/promot

er/MenuShowDetails.cfm?ShowID=2697
or their Facebook page.

UWALS presents an evening of words
and music from The Very Grimm
Brothers.
In the Time that nearly never was, Grimm
Ade (poems) and Grimm John (guitar)
accidentally lock themselves out of Castle
Grimm up the road from you. A heartwarming and funny response to the events
of the past 18 months. Featuring
Lockdown hits The Rule of Six, No
Mingling Please, The Dancing Tree,
Vaccine, So, The Royal Innoculation, A
Digital Christmas, I’ve Got A Bone To
Pick With You, Open Up We’re Coming
In, We Could Be Happy Here and many
more. The Very Grimm Brothers are
Adrian Mealing, a Malvern Poetry Slam
Champ who sings à cappella with Men In
General, A Fistful of Spookies and The
Spooky Men’s Chorale (Aus) and Colin
Baggs (guitar) a talented solo acoustic
guitarist from Worcester, UK.

Mobile Library
The Mobile Library will be in Buckden on
Wednesday 7 July from 10.00-12.00. If
you wish a ‘’book bundle’’ of authors or
genres putting together please e-mail
James, the driver, at least 4 days before:
James.martin@northyorks.gov.uk
Patrons have full access to all books
available throughout North Yorkshire
Libraries. Individual book reservations
carry a £1 charge. However, you may find
something special. The book bundles are
free. If you can’t access the internet easily
or have problems with the phone just ask
at the Mobile Library when it next visits.
The June visit to Buckden and
Kettlewell saw sunny weather and the
journey to Buckden from Northallerton

witnessed some spectacular Hawthorn
blossom across the Dales and Upper
Wharfedale.

Thanks to all who visited in June and
the new patrons who joined the Mobile
Library, with full access to all the new and
varied books recently arrived on the
Mobile Library shelves as well as our
expansive digital Library service. The
visit also coincided with Under 5s reading
week and some reading bundles for a
patron’s grandchildren were issued that
day. Don’t forget the Summer Reading
Challenge for 4-11 year-olds begins
shortly. It should be fun and full details
can be found at the following link:
https://summerreadingchallenge.org.uk
There will be only one visit in July to
Bucken on the 7th and Kettlewell on the
21st July. We remain hopeful that a return
to a two-week schedule may be possible
in August, however, this is subject to
further review due to COVID and no
decision has been made. We will ensure
you are updated in July.

David Lusted, the once ‘Happy’ and
now ‘Ecstatic’ Hiker!
Many of you know that I volunteered to
walk 100 miles during May, in the hope
of attracting £250 in donations for the
Yorkshire Cancer Research fund. I made
it 130 miles in May and donations
currently total £1,600; more than six times
my target! Add to this Gift Aid and the
grand total is nearly £2,000. I am amazed
at the amount raised and wish to thank

everyone who has supported this most
worthy cause by their generosity. So
many stories have come to light of donors,
or their family and friends, who have been
touched by cancer and found this a way of
showing their commitment to help further
research, to the benefit of future
generations. ‘Thank you, so much’.
David
PS to see the latest results – or even to add
your own donation – go to:
https://join.yorkshirecancerresearch.org.u
k/fundraisers/davidlusted. Just for fun,
there is a Leaderboard on the link, with
about 530 fundraisers and your donations
have placed me today at No. 2!! The real
purpose is to support Yorkshire Cancer
research; their target was to raise
£100,000 and that ceiling has already
been smashed (currently £122,249).

Littondale joins in ‘The World’s
Biggest Bike Ride’
On Sunday May 30th anyone with a
bicycle was urged to take part in
CyclingUK’s World’s Biggest Bike Ride
day, the beginning of national Cycling
Week. Not a competition nor a mass ride,
just individuals, friends or families
getting out on two wheels (pedal power or
electric) for any distance. For the good of
their souls and the environment! Richard
Hargeaves (Hawkswick) and Kate Beard
(Litton) thought it could be fun to make it
a Littondale community event, seeing
many of us enjoying the dale’s well-nigh
perfect cycling roads and opening up
Amerdale Hall for the first time in a
pandemic year for tea and cake in the
afternoon. In the event, 13 people from
Hawkswick, aged from 10 to 85, rode a
combined total of 190 miles and in a
carefully worked out operation a multivillage team reopened the hall,

overcoming Covid restrictions to provide
tea and scrumptious cakes for happy
people outside in the sunshine. Well done
all riders and very many thanks to all cake
bakers and the Amerdale Hall team. It
looked and felt a good community
occasion, so shall we do it again next year
on a bigger scale? Get your wheels ready
and log the date in your diaries, Sunday
29th May 2022?
Richard Hargreaves

Littondale Duck Race
All being well, with no biblical flood or
further pestilence, the Annual Littondale
Duck race will be held on Saturday
24th July with Quack off from the Church
Bridge at 3pm. Tea, cake & duck tickets
for sale in the Church yard from
2pm. Tickets can be bought in advance
from Sarah Paul (770282) or by
emailing carrfarm2021@gmail.com. All
proceeds to the Churches of Upper
Wharfedale & Littondale.

Littondale Fete: Saturday 14 August
This year Littondale Fete will be a small
event, supporting the Fell races and held
in line with whatever government
regulations are in place on the day. We
therefore propose that refreshments are
served outside, on the Village Green. If
you would like to help then please get in
touch by contacting Sarah Paul
(770282). Proceeds for the upkeep and
refurbishment of Amerdale Hall.

Rainfall for May 2021
Arncliffe:
Litton:
Beckermonds:

203.8 mm/8.02 ins
221.8 mm/8.73 ins
No rainfall figures.

Lord, Teach us to Pray

Our churches are still open for private prayer on Wednesday afternoons between 2pm
and 4pm, and on Sundays between 10am and 2pm during weeks when a service is not
being held there. The following prayers are offered to help you as you pray.
Let the peace of this place surround you as you sit or kneel quietly. Let the hurry and
worry of your life fall away from you. You are God’s child. He loves you and cares for
you. He is here with you now and always. Speak to Him slowly and thoughtfully - give
yourself time for Him to bring things to mind.

L

ord, thank you . . .
for your presence here,
for the opportunity to pray,
for the promise of peace,
for the beauty of the world,
for the kindness of people,
for all those I love, and who love me,
for your love towards me
[and especially for. . .]
for the Cross of Christ,
for the power of the Spirit.
Help me to show my gratitude in
deeds as well as words.

L

ord, I am sorry. . .
for the times when I have been
hasty or unkind
[especially to. . .]
or thought or acted selfishly,
or failed to forgive or ask forgiveness,
or forgotten your presence,
or taken your love for granted.
I thank you for your promise to
forgive all those who turn back to you
in penitence.

Pebble Pool Prayers
Sometimes it helps to have something tangible to help us pray. The Kettlewell and
Conistone churches both have ‘pebble pools’ in which you can place a stone to
represent a prayer for others or yourself. Arncliffe and Hubberholme each have a
‘prayer tree’ on which you can place a brief note requesting prayer.

S

ituated in the Yorkshire Dales,
stone and water shape the landscape
that surrounds our churches. The
pebbles of prayer offered here have been
collected from the hillsides and riverbeds
reminding us of our deep and ancient
connection to the earth.
Stone is a symbol of rootedness and
security. The Bible tells us that Jesus is
the ‘chief corner stone’, the foundation
upon which God meets with his people.
Through Jesus Christ your prayer will be
heard.
Water symbolises new life and it helps
wash clean impurity, bringing healing and
wholeness. For Christians, it is the symbol
of Baptism. Your prayers placed in the
pool of water are immersed in the healing
presence of Christ.
Each pebble placed in the pool
represents a prayer either for yourself,
others or something. Or it may be offered
as an act of remembrance in memory of
someone dear to you.
You are invited to choose a pebble.
Before you place it in the water, you may
wish to take it in your hand and sit quietly
and say a prayer, or if it helps, say this
prayer as you place the pebble into the
water.

Heavenly Father,
I place into your presence...............
In your mercy receive my prayer,
which I ask in the name
of Jesus Christ. Amen.
Every Sunday, the pool is emptied, and
the pebbles are taken out and placed on
the Altar. The Pebble Pool Prayer is said
during the service and fresh water placed
in the pool.

The Pebble Pool Prayer
Loving Father, creator of all things,
source of all life,
we call upon you to guard and protect
all who have left prayers in your presence
in this church.
Receive their prayers,
hear the concerns and joys of their hearts;
that they and those for whom they pray,
may be comforted and enlivened
by the power of your Holy Spirit,
through Jesus Christ our Lord,
the rock through whom you grant us faith,
and the spring of hope that leads to eternal
life. Amen.

All change after 12 years!!
This month we say farewell to Gill and Pete Jowett who are leaving Littondale very
shortly. Gill has served as a lay reader here in the parish for several years.
s I write this, I have been new priest Tom Lusty and his family. Of
reflecting on Mark 5: 21-43 on course, we will continue to praise God for
Jairus’ 12 year old daughter and all the beauty that surrounds us, even
the lady who had been ritually unclean for when we don’t quite understand how the
12 years, for my parting shot as a ‘Songs pandemic, climate change, or Brexit, will
of Praise’ talk, and its unexpected affect our way of life here. And we shall
coincidence, or God-incidence, with the continue to trust God for the answers to
twelve years we have lived and worked in our questions. He will provide in a way
Litton.
we have yet to imagine.
I don’t understand how God arranges
In the Bible reading, responding to
these things or whether we are, in a flash, that poor lady’s risky act of faith, Jesus
just given eyes to see but I am so grateful provided her with more, so much more,
that He is there in each moment whether than she’d dared hope for: not simply a
we are aware of his presence or not.
return to good health but a public
When we arrived in the Dale we found commendation for her faith, her place
such a welcome and acceptance in St back in society …and his blessing.
Oswald’s church, I shall always think of it In the words of Justin Welby: “The Holy
as the best example of how we should Spirit makes real for each of us the reality
greet strangers and welcome visitors, of the love of God in Jesus. It’s a love that
reflecting God’s loving acceptance of all doesn’t just forgive and restore us. It
who come to him. But now we ‘suddenly’ doesn’t just invest us with a value and
have five grandchildren…how did that worth beyond our comprehension. It’s a
happen? Answers on a postcard, please, love that turns us towards others to truly
and almost more amazing, Pete has finally love them as well”
retired!
So, thank you so much for your
We have loved our time here but this friendship and fellowship over the last
last change for us has meant moving twelve years, we are really going to miss
closer to those grandchildren. We have all
you all …but we
seen such huge change especially in the
look forward to
last few years that we are left wondering
that characteristic
where it will all lead. Upper Wharfedale
Dales’ welcome
and Littondale after centuries of
when we come
worshipping as separate churches are
back visiting!
united as a single Parish and most recently
With love,
offer a huge and loving welcome to our
Gill Jowett
May the Father's grace abound in you as the flowing water of the beck.
May the Son's love and hope invigorate you as the rising slopes of fell and dale.
May the Spirit's companionship be with you as the glory of the golden meadows

A

Online Parish Services

A

year last March, when the
unprecedented decision was
taken to close churches across the
country, James produced online services
for the parish which held us together as a
local worshipping community. There was
some support for the odd hymn from
parishioners, but the services consisted
largely of input from James and his family
with
many
beautiful
musical
contributions. When the Theodosius
family moved to Skipton at the end of July
2020 and churches closed again, a group
of about a dozen people in the parish took
on the responsibility of organising a
weekly online service. This group, ably
led by Sally Smith, initially met weekly
via Zoom to discuss, plan and implement
the services.
All music and readings are selected by
Sue Nelson and Pauline Thompson and
then agreed by the group. The
accompaniment is sent to individuals in
the parish who record their vocal and
instrumental parts which are then emailed
to be arranged. A rota is produced each
month for readers and writers of
intercessions and reflections, including

some valuable contributions from visiting
clergy. Many photographs and videos of
the surrounding countryside have been
used. All inputs are skilfully put together
to deliver a meaningful point of worship.
The services are a connection, a source of
inspiration or reflection and have been
appreciated by many in the parish and
others living much further afield.
At Christmas an extra special effort
was made to produce our first online
Nativity Play and Carol Service. An
original script was written by Helen, a
member of the Scargill Community.
Members of the Playhouse group
rehearsed and recorded their parts and
prayers and carols were recorded by
parishioners and members of the Buckden
Singers Zoom Choir. The hard work was
not in vain as the service was enjoyed by
well over 300 people who gave very
positive and encouraging feedback to
those involved. The parish, despite the
difficult circumstances, came together to
produce a remarkably profound and
uplifting event.
An equal amount of preparation was
put into the Easter services when the

group decided to produce a short
reflective service for each day of Holy
Week together with services on Good
Friday and Easter Sunday. Particular
thanks to Anne Vetch for organising the
framework
and
providing
many
resources. Again, original writings were
produced, there were contributions from
Buckden Singers and the Playhouse
group, and a piece of music was even
composed specially. Once more the parish
came together to worship....online!
The group have put in an
extraordinary amount of time and creative
energy to organise these services and
thanks must go to all involved. Special
thanks to Richard Reeday, who records
the piano accompaniments and arranges
all the musical contributions, and to
Rebecca and Simon Ward-Dooley who
diligently construct the service. The
efforts of all those involved have ensured
the parish could continue to worship
through such disparate days. The services

have been of value to many, especially
those confined to their homes.
With all this in mind, as the churches
open for worship again and Tom begins
his ministry here, the decision has been
made to continue with the online service
once a month. This will be theme based
and will offer something different to the
in-person service. There will be services
on Sunday 4th July and 1st August and on
the first Sunday of every month thereafter
unless specified otherwise. Details will be
published in the LINK magazine, on the
website, on Facebook and in Andrew’s
weekly
email
to
the
parish.
You can watch the online service via the
parish website at:
www.upperwharfedalechurches.org
or
on
the
YouTube
channel
‘Digital_Dales_Church’ at:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCW
2fpVV7GzK5N-4O6_4H17A
Claire Blakey

BIASIN…supporting asylum seekers and refugees

O

ver the years, many Link readers
and other kind people in Upper
Wharfedale and Littondale have
helped BIASAN (Bradford Immigration
and Asylum Support and Advice
Network) in its voluntary activities for
asylum seekers and refugees in the city.
You have given money, donated food,
clothing, household equipment and
bedding, and hosted activity days in the
Dales based on Kettlewell. Pupils at
Upper Wharfedale School have sent
masses of beautifully wrapped presents
and messages at Christmas time. You will
be pleased to learn that BIASAN has been
given a highly prestigious award for its
work: The Queen’s Award for
Voluntary Service in the Community
2021

This award, the equivalent of an MBE,
is given on June 2nd each year, the
anniversary of the Queen’s Coronation,
on recommendation by a government
cabinet committee and Buckingham
Palace. This year 241 voluntary groups all
over the country have been honoured with
the award and BIASAN is one of them
with the citation:“Embracing Bradford’s
asylum seekers and refugees with
friendship, practical support, advice and
sociable suppers”
It will receive a certificate signed by
the Queen and presented by the Lord
Lieutenant for West Yorkshire, a crystal
engraved with the citation, the QAVS
logo for use on publicity and an invitation
for two members to attend a royal garden
party at Buckingham Palace in May 2022.

In addition, because voluntary activity
increased dramatically during Covid
lockdowns some groups will receive
specially designed badges to give to
volunteers who gave extra help during
Covid. BIASAN will receive 81 such
badges.
BIASAN has been running since
1999, a purely voluntary organization
with no paid staff or office, providing the
wide range of services and activities
which prompted West Yorkshire Police to
nominate it for the QAVS award and then
impressed the committees at all levels in
the awarding process. On behalf of
BIASAN,
Richard
Hargreaves
(Hawskwick), an active English teaching
volunteer there for over 20 years, sends
his very warm thanks to everyone in the
Upper Wharfedale and Littondale
community who has given support to
BIASAN in whatever way, big or small.
BIASAN members are touched that
people so far away from Bradford are so
generous in their thoughts and support. He

adds, “For people in BIASAN it is
particularly gratifying, even ironic, that
our support for asylum seekers and
refugees is being recognized and valued
by the Royal Family and at high level in
the Government when nationally and in
government itself the notorious “hostile
environment” for asylum seekers still
prevails and is getting worse and worse.”

Asylum Seekers & Refugees
Globally, people who are forced to leave
their home and country to seek safety
elsewhere are called refugees; in the UK
such refugees who have made the journey
here to ask for political asylum are called
asylum seekers, with no right to work,
while the Home Office considers their
application. If their application is
successful and the Home Office gives
them leave to remain in the country they
are then classified as refugees, with the
right to work and access to benefits if they
need them.

REMEMBERING….Eddie Roberts

E

dward was large in character,
He started secondary school at Upper
voice and physique and was Wharfedale, but it was judged his
unforgettable by any who met him. educational needs were better met by
He had a huge smile and was able to ask Netherside, where he passed a happy few
more questions in 5 minutes than most years. He also spent many hours in the
people in a lifetime!
pool at Long
He was born in
Ashes – he loved
Plymouth and died
his version of
in Whitby earlier
‘swimming’
this year.
(hanging in the
His father, John
water
mainly!)
Roberts, was in the
until the end of his
Royal Navy and so
life.
the first 7 years of
In 1984, the
his life were spent
family moved to
moving round the
the
Kettlewell
country and he was
Post Office and
christened on HMS
Village
Stores,
Amazon (his name
from there to
went on the ship’s
Grassington Spar
bell).
and then over to
His
Great Ayton in
grandparents, John
the North York
and
Jessie
Moors
(always
Bracewell, owned
keeping a base in
the Post Office and
Kettlewell, which
Village Stores in
they regarded as
Edward John Roberts
Kettlewell during his
their true home).
25 February 1972 - 25 March 2021
childhood and, as a
During
the
result, Edward visited the dale regularly
and in 1979 he moved to the village full
time, living at The Elms with his family:
parents John and Angela, sister Rebecca
and brother Matthew. All the children
attended the village school and Edward
loved his time there, especially enjoying
the company of Mrs Teet, one of the
teachers. Indeed, Edward benefitted from
living in the small, tight knit Dales
community that accepted him; warts and
all.

years in Great Ayton, Edward attended
tertiary courses at Welburn Hall,
Kirkbymoorside and then with Barnardos.
It was also during this period that the
‘voices’ that had been ever present since
childhood overwhelmed him and he was
diagnosed with schizophrenia, among
other things.
What followed were challenging
times – finding a place within himself and
within the country where he could both be
himself and be accepted – there were

several stints in hospital, as well as time
in different communities in Wales and
Yorkshire. Through all this he was
supported by his parents, John and
Angela and, after her death, by John.
The last 17 years of Eddie’s or Ed’s
life (he latterly used both these
shortened names), though, were spent
peacefully in Whitby and visiting his
beloved Kettlewell – first to see both
parents, then just his father and more
recently his brother, Matthew. He loved
his family and liked nothing more than a
large family get together – lots of chat,
questions, reminiscing and food.
Much of his final illness coincided
with the Covid pandemic, so physical
visiting was restricted, but some
memorable family What’s App
conversations were held, and Eddie
participated in his usual unpredictable
manner.
If nothing else, Edward was proof
that the community of Upper
Wharfedale is inclusive, accepting and
embracing – he was safe, known and
happy there. He chose Kettlewell as his
final resting place and donations from his
funeral were made to Friends of
Kettlewell School.
Rebecca Skabar
on behalf of the Roberts family

Reflect…. Jesus Prays for His Disciples (John 17 6-19)

H

ave you ever had the experience
of making a telephone call and
finding you have broken into an
existing conversation? Through crossed
wires a wrong connection has been
made. It is tempting to go on listening
even though it is meant to be private. In
our Gospel reading we are allowed,
encouraged perhaps, to break in on a
conversation Jesus is having with His
Father. He reflects on the job he has
completed, the group of men he has
trained and the world they are living in
and have to learn to serve.
Is there something here we might
learn from our Lord about how to pray
for people and problems of daily life.
Perhaps the reason why we do not
find prayer easy at times is because we
do not see it as a form of ongoing
conversation with our heavenly Father.
Like sharing with a friend the things that
we find fulfilling and the other situations
which create problems and difficulties
for us.
This of course, assumes that there is
a good personal relationship between us
and the ability to speak freely; and hat
takes time to cultivate.

Many people in the Bible, including
the Psalmist, achieved this kind of
relationship. They talked to God in a
very frank and lively way. So it is with
Jesus - as we reflect on the passage we
can sense a deep intimacy developed
through many hours of sharing.
Someone wrote “Whenever you feel
that a little praying can’t do any harm,
you will find that it can't do much good
either. Prayer has meaning, only if it is
necessary and indispensable. Prayer is
prayer only when we can say that
without it we could not live.” This was
certainly true for Jesus; it was an
essential part of His lifestyle.
I wonder how many of us really see
prayer in that light.
I suspect that many of us find that
prayer can all too easily be squeezed out
of our busy daily lives and if we are
honest, we are - at least occasionally if
not often - too discouraged or angry to
pray.
Perhaps too some of you are like me
in that my first reaction in a difficult
situation is often to panic rather than to
pray.
In this passage we are reminded of
the importance of prayer and making

time for prayer in all things. Prayer is an
essential part of a Christian's life and this
is shown most clearly by Jesus. He was a
man of prayer - in a crisis Jesus' reaction
was to pray, look at the story of his
anguish in the garden of Gethsemane.
His prayers like today's reading show,
were honest ones, expressing how he
really felt for a situation and people. Not
only was prayer a hallmark of Christ's
life He also, most notably in the Lord's
prayer, taught others how to pray.
I'd like to share some experiences of
prayer in my own life:
As a young teenager and a new
Christian, I can clearly remember
praying earnestly to God, asking that my
father, who had suffered several heart
attacks would recover and be well again.
I felt that since this was what I had
prayed and that God could do all things,
that he would recover – my father meant
the world to me, in fact he was the world
to me and I was devastated when instead

of recovering he died shortly afterwards.
I couldn't understand why a God of love
could act in this way. Later I came to see
that God does allow things to run their
own course but that he is in the situation
with us and alongside us.
I came to experience a deep sense of
God's love for me and to learn, that
although my earthly father could die and
leave me, my heavenly father would
always be there for me and I could know
his loving presence when life presented
difficult situations for me to cope with.
I also learnt that Prayer can change
situations - my parents were divorced my mother left home when I was
eighteen months old, and my father
brought my brother and myself up.
Many times, my mother would say
she would come to take us out. Dressed
in our best clothes, eager and excited we
would wait, all day and she would not
appear and no message to say why. I felt
very rejected and found it hard to come

to terms with her continual absence in
my life.
In my early twenties, as a more
committed Christian, I began to pray that
God would heal the hurt and enable me
to forgive her. As I prayed that prayer, I
began to feel released from all the
bitterness and anger and I came to see her
as Christ saw her, as a woman in great
need and in great pain and I was able to
love her.
It was a very memorable moment
when several years later I went to New
Zealand to meet her for the first time and
we began to build up a new relationship
together. She thought I had come out to
challenge and citizen her for leaving us
as children and was overwhelmed to find
instead that I had come to share my love
for her.
Sometimes it seems that God gives us
the strength to keep going rather than
removing difficult situations from us.
As for Christ on the cross, for us too,
at certain times in our lives, suffering and
glory can be closely interwoven.
Prayer is powerful and is for real
people leading real lives and longing to
show Christ's way of living in a world
which is caught up with material
possessions and personal needs.
I believe in and have experienced the
power of prayer in my life. I wonder

what your current image of God is. Is he
a God of love or a God of demands?
Do we believe in our hearts that we
are praying to a God who genuinely
understands us, who is really interested
in forming a relationship with us, who
cares for all his creation?
Our truest picture of God is found by
examining the life and character of Jesus,
who shows us what God the Father is
really like.
In John 1 Jesus says to Philip
“Whoever has seen me has seen the
Father.”
So, the more we study the Scriptures
and ask God to reveal himself to us, in
our experience, the truer and more
helpful to our prayer lives our picture of
Him is likely to be.
Although when we pray God may not
always remove our difficulties, we can, I
believe, be sure that as we pray we bring
into our prayer a God of such love and
compassion that He not only suffers
alongside us, but genuinely understands
when we take our ager and pain out on
Him.
As we continue with our regular
routines, may we share His love with the
lonely, lost and unloved and as we do so
may we know the power of prayer for
ourselves. Amen
Pauline Thompson

Links to the Past
The July 1991 Link reports on the Buckden
Gala, which went ahead ‘despite appalling
weather’ on 15 June. A BBC team was present,
and continued filming even after one of two
‘cameras-cum-sound-recording-equipment
became waterlogged’! They still got some good
pictures which were due to be shown in a
weekly ‘Look North’ series about the Dales.
The Link also includes an obituary for ‘Ted’
Metcalfe, of Old Cotes, Arncliffe – the last of
his generation of Arncliffe Metcalfes, and a
report on Rhish and Sarah Paul’s wedding –
congratulations on their 30th anniversary!
‘Crisis engulfs the whole Dales Economy’
reports the Link in July 2001, as the impact of
the foot and mouth epidemic devastated
farming and tourism. The first case in the
country for 34 years was reported on 20
February, and by early June there had been over
1,700 outbreaks, over 7,000 contiguous farms
culled, and 3.3 million animals slaughtered (a
figure which excluded young lambs and
calves). All movements of livestock had been
forbidden, all markets closed, and the public
advised to stay away on animal health grounds.
Fiona Jenkins, Upper Wharfedale Chaplain,
and resident priest at Burnsall authored the
Vicar’s Letter in July 2011, celebrating the
400th anniversary of the King James Bible. She
began her letter with the following memorable
quote from Mahatma Gandhi:
“You Christians look after a document
containing enough dynamite to blow all
civilisation to pieces, turn the world upside
down and bring peace to a battle-torn
planet. But you treat it as though it is
nothing more than a piece of literature”

Crossword
ACROSS
1 Sent out three times on a
reconnaissance mission from
Noah’s ark (Genesis 8:8–12) (4)
3 ‘The vilest — who truly
believes, that moment from Jesus
a pardon receives’ (8)
9 Described by the 19th-century
MP Sir Wilfred Lawson as ‘the
Devil in solution’ (7)
10 ‘Whoever — his life for my
sake will find it’ (Matthew
10:39) (5)
11 King of Gezer (Joshua 10:33)
(5)
12 Gideon’s home town (Judges
6:11) (6)
14 The area under the jurisdiction of a
primate, for example, Canterbury, York
(13)
17 To him God promised that David
would be king (1 Chronicles 11:3) (6)
19 A descendant of Aaron who was not
allowed to offer food to God (Leviticus
21:20) (5)
22 ‘If any of you — wisdom, he should
ask God’ (James 1:5) (5)
23 I gain me (anag.) (7)
24 Relating to the armed forces (1
Chronicles 5:18) (8)
25 Title given to 2 Down (abbrev.) (4)
DOWN
1 Greek coins (Acts 19:19) (8)
2 Church of England incumbent (5)
4 What Epaphroditus was to Paul
(Philippians 2:25) (6-7)
5 Mother of David’s sixth son (2 Samuel
3:5) (5)

6 ‘We are hard pressed on every side, but
not crushed; perplexed, but not in — ’ (2
Corinthians 4:8) (7)
7 It destroys treasures on earth (Matthew
6:19) (4)
8 It threatened Paul in Jerusalem (Acts
21:35) (3,3)
13 Well-known Reference Bible that
espoused dispensationalism (8)
15 Where the choir sits in a parish church
(7)
16 Real do (anag.) (6)
18 ‘Martha, Martha... you are worried
and — about many things’ (Luke 10:41)
(5)
20 ‘One man considers one day more
sacred than another; another man
considers every day — ’ (Romans 14:5)
(5)
21 A place with twelve springs and 70
palm trees where the Israelites camped
(Exodus 15:27) (4)
Solution on next page!

Answers to Crossword
ACROSS: 1, Dove. 3, Offender. 9, Alcohol. 10, Loses. 11, Horam. 12, Ophrah. 14,

Archbishopric. 17, Samuel. 19, Dwarf. 22, Lacks. 23, Imagine. 24, Military. 25, Revd.
DOWN: 1, Drachmas. 2, Vicar. 4, Fellow-soldier. 5, Eglah. 6, Despair. 7, Rust. 8, The mob.
13, Scofield. 15, Chancel. 16, Ordeal. 18, Upset. 20, Alike. 21, Elim.

The Link
The Link is the magazine and notice-board for the Parish of Upper Wharfedale and
Littondale, sharing news, reports and items of interest from the churches and our
community. If you have something to contribute, please email it to your local
correspondent or to the editor.
Editor: Ian Smith - smithiwho@gmail.com
Buckden: Ric Halsall - ric.halsall@aol.com
Conistone & Kilnsey: Kathryn & Philip Butterfield - philip.butterfield@talk21.com
Kettlewell: David Nelson - DavidNelsondave@aol.com
The Link is distributed free to every household in the parish, and also available on the
Parish website at https://www.upperwharfedalechurches.org/news-and-views.html
If you would like to receive a copy of the Link by email, please contact the Editor at
smithiwho@gmail.com
The Link is financed by advertising from local businesses, and gifts. If you would like to
make a gift towards the publication of the Link, you can do so through the Parish website
at www.upperwharfedalechurches.org
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Vicar: Revd Tom Lusty 01756 760237
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The Methodist Minister: Revd Andrew Webb -691057
Roman Catholic Priest: Mgr Andrew Summersgill -793000
Congregational Minister: The Revd Peter Thomas – 753848
The Parish Administrator: Andrew Hitchon – 380237

Keep us, good Lord,
Under the shadow of your mercy
In this time of uncertainty and distress.
Sustain and support the anxious and fearful,
And lift up all who are brought low;
That we may rejoice in your comfort,
Knowing that nothing can separate us from your love
In Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

