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The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to 
proclaim good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim 
freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, 
to set the oppressed free, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s 

favour. Luke 4: 18-19 

 

 

 

 

Upper Wharfedale and Littondale Parish Magazine 



 

 

The Link 
The Link is the magazine and noticeboard for the Parish of Upper Wharfedale and Littondale, sharing 
news, reports and items of interest from the churches and our community. If you have something 
to contribute, please email it to your local correspondent or to the editor.  

The deadline for submissions is the 20th of the month. 

 Editor: Ian Smith - smithiwho@gmail.com  
 Advertising Manager: Jenny Inocco – jeninocco@gmail.com & 07552 034264 
 Buckden & Langstrothdale: Ric Halsall - ric.halsall@aol.com  
 Conistone with Kilnsey: Kathryn & Philip Butterfield - philip.butterfield@outlook.com 
 Kettlewell with Starbotton: David Nelson - DavidNelsondave@aol.com  

The Link is distributed free to every household in the parish, and is also available on the Parish 
website at https://www.upperwharfedalechurches.org/news-and-views.html 

If you would like to receive a copy of the Link by email, please contact the Editor at 
smithiwho@gmail.com  

The Link is financed by advertising from local businesses, and gifts. If you would like to make a gift 
towards the publication of the Link, you can do so through the Parish website 
at www.upperwharfedalechurches.org or by scanning this QR code. Your 
donations to parish funds help towards publication of the Link and the upkeep 
of our churches.  

Thank you for your contribution.  

Cover art by the Link 

 

Churches Contact Telephone Numbers 
Vicar: Revd Tom Lusty - 01756 761072 or 07779 990279 
Methodist Minister: Revd Susan McIvor - ministerskiptonandgrassington@gmail.com 
Roman Catholic Priest: Fr Christopher Angel – – 01756 699000 
Congregational Minister: TBD 
Parish Administrator: Andrew Hitchon – upperwharfedale@leeds.anglican.org or 01756 380237 

 A Dales Prayer 
 

May the Father's grace abound in you  
as the flowing water of the beck. 

 

May the Son's love and hope invigorate you  
as the rising slopes of fell and dale. 

 

May the Spirit's companionship be with you  
as the glory of the golden meadows. 

 

Amen 
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From the Vicar….. 
I would have been starting school when the Link was first produced. Harold 
Wilson was Prime Minister. Donald Coggan was Archbishop of Canterbury. And 
Elizabeth II was in the 24th year of her reign over us.  

In 1976 John Potter was well into his ministry here in this parish, living in the 
same Vicarage in Kettlewell as myself and Helen are now. John and Betty were 
here for an astonishing 22 years, from 1960 until 1982. I am 53 now so I might 
just manage it if I retire in post. I am inspired by the example of my namesake 
Revd Thomas Lindley, perpetual curate at Halton Gill for 70 years until his death 
in 1847.  

A former incarnation of the parish magazine for Upper Wharfedale and 
Littondale, began in January 1881. It was the collaboration of three clergy 
representing the three parishes (Arncliffe, Hubberholme and Kettlewell) that 
make up our current parish. It was a modest publication, with 100 copies 
printed. 400 copies of the Link were produced in 1976 and that number has gone 
up now to 680 copies each month. 

Those early editions of the Link remind us of the many changes that have 
happened in the last fifty years. People were fundraising for building Ammerdale 
Hall in Arncliffe… Grassington had its own hospital… there was no Kettlewell 
Scarecrow Festival. But I am stuck by how much continuity there has been. Up 
until recently there was a full-time Vicar in post covering ostensibly the same 
geographical area that John did. I note that there were nine Sunday services in 
the parish in Easter 1976 and six services on most Sundays - although John was 
supported by two clergy colleagues.  

Our parish magazine represents us well: a recent audit showed there were over 
100 different contributors to the Link last year. Incredible. It has been a real 
team effort. There are still, as the Link attests, a healthy number of baptisms and 
weddings and funerals in the parish. The Link is a tangible reminder of how much 
life is going on here in these two dales - so much fidelity to the past, as well as 
new ways of doing things. The Link is treasure. 

This month we celebrate the Link as a means of both communication and 
pastoral care for the last 50 years. It has captured the highs and lows of our life 
as a parish, it has consistently been there through all the changes. As such the 
Link reminds us of God’s fidelity to us, always there, sharing our life, interested 
in all the detail – even the rainfall.  

Every blessing at Christmas and for the coming year,  



  

 

From the Churches & Villages 
1976-2026 The Link’s Year of Jubilee! 

This month we celebrate 50 years of the Link! We’ve 
reproduced the first issue in this edition of the Link; it had just 
three pages of content and included a plea from John Potter, 
the vicar, for contributions of interesting events and opinions 
as there were more adverts than news!  

Over the coming months we’ll be looking through past issues 
of the Link and recalling some of the remarkable events and 
people of our parish that the Link has covered over the years! 
The Link of 2026 is different in so many ways to the Link of 
1976, but its purpose remains the same – a service of the 
church to share information within the community and 
offered free to all.  

Deanery Networking Coordinator - a new role for Tom 
t the time of writing I have been 

appointed to a new role as Deanery 

Networking Coordinator (which 

you may recall being advertised in the 

Link). For those wondering what a deanery 

is, it is a grouping of CofE churches. The 

grouping is entirely arbitrary as a way of 

breaking down a Diocese (for us, the 

Diocese of Leeds) into ‘an area within an 

area’ (for us, the Ripon Area) that is 

manageable for communication between 

parishes where the people and clergy of 

each parish can meet for mutual support and 

encouragement.  

Deaneries exist to support parishes in 

their recognisable role as the prime unit for 

mission and ministry. We haven’t come up 

with anything better. In our Deanery, 

Skipton Deanery, there are 13 different 

parishes clustered around the two Skipton 

Churches, Christ Church and Holy Trinity. 

The Deanery looks a bit like an inverted “L” 

with Barnoldswick on the far left and us in 

the far north. Our parish and the 

Grassington benefice together cover the 

same number of square miles as the rest of 

the deanery put together, the other 11 

parishes combined. 

A deanery networking coordinator 

hopefully does what it says on the tin. I will 

hopefully coordinate an increase in 

networking that goes on within the deanery. 

I am not the area dean or assistant area dean 

but will work closely alongside Sheena and 

Marion, the lay chair and deanery chapter 

A 



  

 

secretary, Ed and Peter, and all clergy and 

people in a leadership and ministry role 

within the deanery. The role is about 

enabling us to work more closely together 

as a deanery with a greater understanding of 

one another’s contexts, celebrating what is 

going well and identifying what are the 

unique and shared challenges that we face. 

I hope I will represent the parish well in this 

role, both in finding support for this parish 

and in enabling our own parish to be a 

support to others. 

To be clear, I am not reducing my 

commitment to this parish. I see this role as 

an opportunity to further strengthen the 

parish through shared learning. I continue to 

be half-time in the parish. The networking 

role is for 8 hours a week - the frequency of 

services and my involvement in other parish 

activities will not be affected.  

I am excited about and feel called to this 

role and hope to share developments with 

you in the Link in the months 

ahead. 

  

Studying the Bible Together 

 We’ve recently started a midweek Bible 

Study group, which meets on Wednesday 

evenings alternately in Kettlewell (at the 

Vicarage) and Arncliffe (at Lane Top 

House). After a break over Christmas and 

New Year, the group will be meeting again 

in person and by Zoom to look at the 

Psalms. Do join us - for more information 

contact Tom (07779 990279) or Sally Smith 

(07340 195733). 
 

St Mary’s, Kettlewell 

January Rotas 
Sidespeople  

11 Clare Blakey-Williams 

After Service Tea/Coffee 

11 Di Blakey-Williams 

Cleaning Sue Nelson 

Flowers Sue Nelson/Barbara Lambert 
 

Many thanks to all from Wharfedale and 

Littondale who donated to Skipton Food 

Bank’s Christmas Appeal. Your generosity 

was staggering, was enthusiastically 

received by Food Bank Volunteers, and 

greatly appreciated by their customers. 

THANK YOU.  
 

New Year’s Day Labyrinth Walk  
Come and join the gathering at 3pm in 

Kettlewell Churchyard - all welcome! 

Just bring an open heart (and maybe a hot 

drink!) After a brief introduction there will 

be time to walk the labyrinth holding your 

hopes and intentions for the year ahead 

‘May all that is unlived in you blossom into 

a future graced with love’ John O’Donohue 
 



  

 

St Michael & All Angels, 
Hubberholme 

 January Rotas 
Sidesperson 

4 H&K Jeddere-Fisher 

18 H&K Jeddere-Fisher 

25 Unity Service in Grassington 

Flowers/cleaning 

4 S Parsons 

11 V Bliss 

18 V Bliss 

25 H Jeddere-Fisher 
 

Hubberholme Church Action Group 

wish to thank all those who supported our 

activities last year. This year's programme 

of social and fundraising events will soon be 

available and we look forward to seeing you 

at some of them. In the meantime we wish 

you all a peaceful, healthy and happy 2026. 
 

St Mary’s, Conistone 

January Rotas 
Sidespeople 

18 Hilda Dibb & Jo Foster  

Flowers and Cleaning  

4 Kathryn Butterfield  

11 Kathryn Butterfield  

18 Jane Pighills/Michelle Parkin-Vaughan 

25 Jane Pighills/Michelle Parkin-Vaughan 

Feb 1 Reem Aboulhosn 

Opening Church  

5 Philip Butterfield  

12 Lewis Adams  

19 Allison Clarke  

26 Jane Pighills/Michelle Parkin- Vaughan 

Feb 2 Philip Butterfield  
 

St Oswald’s, Arncliffe 

January Rotas 
Opening church w/c 

4 Hilary Follows 

11 Elspeth Miller 

18 Sarah Paul 

26 Rebecca Ward-Dooley 

Sidesperson 

4 Sarah Paul 

18 Sally Smith 

Coffee 

4 Elspeth Miller 

18 Vena Rogers 

Cleaning 

Elspeth and Michelle Miller 

Flowers 

Hilary Follows 
 

Buckden & Langstrothdale 

Buckden Village Quiz 
Sunday 4 January 

 The January quiz will be in Buckden 

Village Institute. Take your seats from 7.00 

p.m. Bring your own drinks and snacks. 

Quiz starts: 7.30 p.m. Entry fee - £2.50 per 

person. In aid of the Yorkshire Air 

Ambulance. Everyone welcome. Further 

info – email: quiz@buckden.org.  
 

Buckden Coffee Morning 
Saturday 10 January 10.30-12.30 

 The regular monthly 

coffee mornings 

continue in the 

New Year. 

Coffee/tea and 

cake for just 

£3.00. This 

month's event will be 

in aid of the Yorkshire Air Ambulance. 

Donations of cakes are always appreciated. 

Please come along and support this very 

worthwhile cause. Everyone welcome. 
 

mailto:quiz@buckden.org


  

 

Buckden Whist 
The first Buckden Whist evening of the 

new year will take place on Wednesday 7 

January in Buckden Village Institute, 

followed by the second evening a fortnight 

later on Wednesday 21st. Doors open at 

6.15pm and play starts at 6.45pm. There is 

an entry charge of £3.50 which includes 

refreshments. New players (of whatever 

standard) are always welcome. For any 

further information please contact David 

Lusted on 760877. 

Mobile Library 
Our Library van schedule will be changing 

this month. The library will be in Buckden 

car park on Wednesday 28 January from 

10.30am until 11.30am (please note the 

change of time), before going down to 

Kettlewell from 12 noon until 1.00pm. 
 

Land-letting Service and Auction 
Monday 5 January

 
 The annual Land-letting Service will take 

place at St Michael and All Angels Church, 

Hubberholme at 7.30pm. The Reverend 

Tom Lusty will lead a short time of prayer, 

thanksgiving and blessing of the ‘Poor 

Pasture’, before proceeding across the 

bridge to the George Inn, where the ancient 

Land-letting Auction will be conducted. 

The candle being lit, the bidding may 

commence and once again the 16 acre plot 

of land known as the Poor Pasture will be 

up for auction to the highest bidder until the 

candle flame dies. The proceeds of the 

auction will be used for the benefit of those 

living within the ‘Chapelry of 

Hubberholme’ throughout the coming year 

as instructed by the generous benefactor of 

the pasture over 200 years ago. All are 

welcome to join us for the evening and even 

place a speculative bid! 
 

Kettlewell with Starbotton 

Kettlewell Scarecrow Festival 
8-16 August 2026 

Following a successful festival in 2025 

funds were allocated at the AGM in 

November. The three main beneficiaries 

(Friends of Kettlewell School, the Church 

and the Village Hall) were each given over 

£10,000. Other groups and clubs were 

awarded what they requested. Among the 

groups to receive funds were the toddler 

group, cricket club, coffee club, table 

tennis, the playground group and the 

Children’s fund. Funding was also given for 

New Year’s Eve fireworks, for replacement 

materials, plants and bulbs for the memorial 

garden and for new solar-powered 

Christmas lights for the village tree. There 

was also funding to update and reprint the 

‘Walks from Kettlewell' book.  

At the first committee meeting on 19 

January we will discuss the themes for the 

2026 festival and hope to publish these in 

the Link the following month. 



  

 

If you are relatively new to the area or are 

in the least bit interested in becoming 

involved in the festival, please contact Clare 

on 07779933262 or email 

canddaway@gmail.com for further details. 

The Scarecrow Committee 
 

Kettlewell Film Night 
Saturday 17 January, 7.30 pm 

We look forward to 

welcoming you to the 

first film of the New 

Year at Kettlewell 

Village Hall; ‘The 

Ballad of Wallis Island’, 

a comedy/drama. As usual, 

adults £6, school age £3. Tickets available 

from the village shop or on the door. Bring 

your own drinks and nibbles. ‘The Ballad of 

Wallis Island’ follows Charles (Tim Key), 

an eccentric lottery winner who lives alone 

on a remote island and dreams of getting his 

favourite musicians, McGwyer Mortimer 

(Tom Basden & Carey Mulligan) back 

together. His fantasy turns into reality when 

the bandmates and former lovers accept his 

invitation to play a private show at his home 

on Wallis Island. Old tensions resurface as 

Charles tries desperately to salvage his 

dream gig. Cert 12A. 

In February we are hoping to show 

‘Downton Abbey; the Grand Finale’ and in 

March ‘The Guernsey Literary & Potato 

Peel Pie Society’. The April and May films 

are yet to be announced.  
 

Kettlewell Lunch Club 
Thursday 15 January 

 The Lunch Club will meet 

on at 12.30 for 12.45 in 

Kettlewell Village Hall. 

If you didn’t put your 

name forward at the 

December meeting, 

please ring or text Sue on 

760887 or 07765506738 by 4pm on Sunday 

11 January to reserve your place. If there’s 

no answer on the landline, please leave a 

message. The cost is £6 for two courses plus 

coffee and wine is available by donation. If, 

for any reason, you need to cancel your 

meal between Monday 12 and Thursday 15 

January or are an absentee on the day, the 

meal will still need to be paid for as 

provisions will have already been ordered 

or purchased. The Lunch Club is open to all 

who are over 55 and live in the Parish 

Council area of Kettlewell with Starbotton. 

If you are able, it is expected that the 

‘younger’ folk attending would be willing 

to help clear following the meal. 
 

Kettlewell & District Horticultural 
Society 

Monday 23 February, 7.30pm 

 
The Annual General Meeting of the Society 

will be held in the Meeting Room of 

Kettlewell Village Hall. The themes for the 

Photographic Sections of The Show in 

September 2026 are ‘Best of Friends’, 

‘Great British Weather’ and the usual ‘Any 

mailto:canddaway@gmail.com


  

 

Subject.’ Photographs not to exceed 8” x 6” 

before mounting. Happy snapping. 
 

Kettlewell & District WI 
 

Members enjoyed a Christmas Lunch at the 

Gamekeeper on Tuesday 11 December and 

it was lovely that Wendy, our newest 

member, was with us. On 13 January from 

2.00pm we intend to try to put names to 

some historic WI photographs and we 

would love to invite former members to 

come along to help us. It is likely that they 

may themselves feature in some of these 

great pictures of former events. The Scrap 

Books will be out for inspection too. They 

record lots of local news from 1965. 

Anyone who is interested to see them, 

please feel free to come along and have a 

cuppa as you will be very welcome. We 

wish everyone a very Happy and Peaceful 

and above all Kind New Year. 
 

Children’s Society 

 The Annual Coffee Morning at Fold Farm 

at the end of November raised £420.00 for 

the Children’s Society. Thank you to Sue 

for her wonderful Christmas cakes and Judy 

for the delicious mince pies. Also thank you 

for the help on the day, the kind donations 

and the raffle prizes. Barbara says, “Thank 

you everyone who supported the event, the 

money helps vulnerable young people to get 

a start in life”. 
 

Kettlewell Primary School 

 
We have had a busy stretch in the run up to 

Christmas. Both boys and girls from 

Kettlewell joined a federation team playing 

in a football tournament. Everyone played 

brilliantly, well done. Reception children 

had a wonderful visit from author Jax King, 

creator of Stinky Cyril. The children really 

enjoyed their creative learning, meeting her 

and learning about the inspirations behind 

the stories. Year 5 had a fantastic 

experience with Yorkshire Camps as part of 

their Rewind to Christmas event at 

Netherside Hall. The children played festive 

games, created Christmas crafts, and 

enjoyed a delicious hot chocolate—a 

perfect way to start the Christmas 

countdown. We enjoyed a wonderful 

Christmas Lunch at school. It is like a big 

family Christmas day! Thank you, Mrs 

Huck, for cooking the delicious feast. 

  
Everyone went to Harrogate to watch 

the Pantomime Jack and the Beanstalk. We 

had a fantastic time. Thank you to the Hird 

family of Yockenthwaite Farm who have 

selected Kettlewell Primary School to 



  

 

receive a sponsored book bundle. Thanks to 

their generosity, we are now the proud 

recipients of a set of Usborne educational 

books, selected to spark curiosity, 

encourage learning, and bring the farm-to-

fork journey to life in a fun and interactive 

way. 

Thank you to everyone who supported 

our Christmas hampers. Helping fill them 

and buying tickets. We hope the goodies are 

enjoyed.  
 

Littondale 

Amerdale Hall Events 
 

Coffee & Chat 
Saturday 10 January, 10.30am-12.30pm 

A chance to catch up with neighbours and 

friends. Tea, coffee and homemade baking 

to eat in or take away. We look forward to 

seeing you. 
 

The BIG Quiz is back! 
Friday 30 January 

Doors & Bar open at 7pm for a Quiz night 

with pie & pea supper. £10 per person, (4 - 

6 people per team). Please book by Monday 

26 January for catering purposes. Tickets 

from www.amerdale-hall-littondale.net or 

contact us by email; info@amerdale-hall-

littondale.net .  
 

Littondale's Got Talent 
February - date and details to be confirmed 

- watch this space. Advanced warning to get 

your act together NOW! 
 

Parish wide & beyond 

Traditional Dales Music Pub Sessions  
Winter/Spring 2026 

 While the Buck 

Inn, our ‘spiritual 

home’, is 

temporarily 

closed we are 

warmly 

welcomed by 

The Racehorses 

Hotel in 

Kettlewell. Sunday afternoons 

1pm to 4pm, on the second Sunday in the 

month; 11 January, 8 February, and 8 

March. Entry free. No programme, just 

impromptu music-making, singing, poems 

and stories. All welcome, bring an 

instrument or your voice to join in or just 

come and listen. 

 

http://www.amerdale-hall-littondale.net/
mailto:info@amerdale-hall-littondale.net
mailto:info@amerdale-hall-littondale.net


  

 

Yorkshire Dales Rivers Trust 
Photography Competition 

Want your photograph feature in a 

exhibition at the Dales Countryside 

Museum or in a regional calendar? The 

Yorkshire Dales Rivers Trust Rivers4Life 

WINTER photography competition is now 

open. The charity is looking for the best 

photographs of Yorkshire Dales rivers and 

wildlife this winter, to be included in its 

Rivers4Life exhibition which will be 

mounted at the Dales Countryside Museum 

in 2026 and will also feature in its 2027 

calendar - all funded by The National 

Lottery Heritage Fund. For an entry form 

visit: www.ydrt.org.uk/photography-

competition/   

The winter stage of the competition 

closes 5 March. Remember to include the 

location of your photographs, taken in the 

catchments of the Yorkshire Dales Rivers 

Trust which includes the rivers Swale, Ure, 

Nidd, Wharfe and Ouse and their 

tributaries.  

The Yorkshire Dales Rivers Trust was 

established in 2004 as a Registered Charity, 

working to enhance and protect the rivers of 

the Yorkshire Dales for the benefit of 

everyone. By working in partnership with 

landowners, businesses, land managers and 

the public, it aims to care for the rivers, 

streams and catchments of the Swale, Ure, 

Nidd, Wharfe and Ouse as sources of pure 

water, as habitats for aquatic and other 

wildlife, and as havens of quiet recreation 

for everyone to enjoy. It also works with 

schools and communities to inform children 

and the wider public, to ensure a better 

understanding, care and appreciation of 

rivers and their associated habitats.  

Find out more at: www.ydrt.org.uk  
 

Rainfall for November 2026 
Arncliffe: 219.4 mm/8.64 ins 
 

November rainfall 2000-2025 
Highest: 498.3 mm/19.62 ins (2015) 

Lowest: 79.4 mm/3.13 ins (2004) 

Average: 182.7 mm/7.19 ins 
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https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/autumn?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZX7VJHBvlKmNz2hZp6A1mP_SKnhROA466mtFxZW6oywpd_UMKszk8q4mO9f2BFnlXPeWRPTTQeJsCNAuSJIzZgpnsGD4VOP5e_y8ih9T5yNyHiJuLbOK2aGEqCMMyuQ08BsLlrHWKw450ECbZQuRKQASt0mvlmXdL-YmRzmHkkR5fOTELjBYV754Y0ac3M6dwc&__tn__=*NK-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/photographycompetition?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZX7VJHBvlKmNz2hZp6A1mP_SKnhROA466mtFxZW6oywpd_UMKszk8q4mO9f2BFnlXPeWRPTTQeJsCNAuSJIzZgpnsGD4VOP5e_y8ih9T5yNyHiJuLbOK2aGEqCMMyuQ08BsLlrHWKw450ECbZQuRKQASt0mvlmXdL-YmRzmHkkR5fOTELjBYV754Y0ac3M6dwc&__tn__=*NK-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/wildlife?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZX7VJHBvlKmNz2hZp6A1mP_SKnhROA466mtFxZW6oywpd_UMKszk8q4mO9f2BFnlXPeWRPTTQeJsCNAuSJIzZgpnsGD4VOP5e_y8ih9T5yNyHiJuLbOK2aGEqCMMyuQ08BsLlrHWKw450ECbZQuRKQASt0mvlmXdL-YmRzmHkkR5fOTELjBYV754Y0ac3M6dwc&__tn__=*NK-R
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https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/ure?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZX7VJHBvlKmNz2hZp6A1mP_SKnhROA466mtFxZW6oywpd_UMKszk8q4mO9f2BFnlXPeWRPTTQeJsCNAuSJIzZgpnsGD4VOP5e_y8ih9T5yNyHiJuLbOK2aGEqCMMyuQ08BsLlrHWKw450ECbZQuRKQASt0mvlmXdL-YmRzmHkkR5fOTELjBYV754Y0ac3M6dwc&__tn__=*NK-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/nidd?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZX7VJHBvlKmNz2hZp6A1mP_SKnhROA466mtFxZW6oywpd_UMKszk8q4mO9f2BFnlXPeWRPTTQeJsCNAuSJIzZgpnsGD4VOP5e_y8ih9T5yNyHiJuLbOK2aGEqCMMyuQ08BsLlrHWKw450ECbZQuRKQASt0mvlmXdL-YmRzmHkkR5fOTELjBYV754Y0ac3M6dwc&__tn__=*NK-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/wharfe?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZX7VJHBvlKmNz2hZp6A1mP_SKnhROA466mtFxZW6oywpd_UMKszk8q4mO9f2BFnlXPeWRPTTQeJsCNAuSJIzZgpnsGD4VOP5e_y8ih9T5yNyHiJuLbOK2aGEqCMMyuQ08BsLlrHWKw450ECbZQuRKQASt0mvlmXdL-YmRzmHkkR5fOTELjBYV754Y0ac3M6dwc&__tn__=*NK-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/ouse?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZX7VJHBvlKmNz2hZp6A1mP_SKnhROA466mtFxZW6oywpd_UMKszk8q4mO9f2BFnlXPeWRPTTQeJsCNAuSJIzZgpnsGD4VOP5e_y8ih9T5yNyHiJuLbOK2aGEqCMMyuQ08BsLlrHWKw450ECbZQuRKQASt0mvlmXdL-YmRzmHkkR5fOTELjBYV754Y0ac3M6dwc&__tn__=*NK-R
http://www.ydrt.org.uk/


  

 

  Cover of the first Link, January 1976. Note that Halton Gill 
chapel is shown, but services were no longer held there.  



  

 

 
  

The letter comes from the vicar, Rev John Potter, who covered 
Kettlewell, Conistone and Arncliffe churches. The first editor of the 
Link was Rev Ted Bush, priest in charge at Hubberholme.  



  

 

  



  

 

   

  

The Arncliffe correspondent N.N.E is the churchwarden, Mr N.N. Ellis. 
Many of the local people named in his report are very familiar.  



  

 

   



  

 

 Country Diary - January 
 

A heron takes flight 

Low clouds sitting on iced fells 

The swelling sunrise 

ere we are at the start of a new 

year, and into the business end of 

winter. The mild murkiness and 

heavy rain of November and December 

often give way to plummeting 

temperatures and difficult travelling 

conditions, but the payoff can be days 

where everything sparkles, and everyday 

things, such as a frozen puddle or a frosted 

leaf, can become a detailed work of art. 

January always presents the 

opportunity for a clean slate, the taking up 

of a new hobby or adopting a new 

discipline. For those of us who are creators 

at heart but find it difficult to find the time 

or space to write, I can highly recommend 

taking up the habit of penning a daily 

haiku. 

Back in the summer, during a trip to 

London, I visited a wonderful exhibition at 

The British Museum – Hiroshige: Artist of 

the Open Road – showcasing the work of 

Ando Hiroshige, the great Japanese 

landscape artist who influenced, amongst 

others, Vincent Van Gogh. 

Many of his beautiful works were 

accompanied by simple lines of haiku, 

describing the seasons as they unfolded in 

nature. I was incredibly inspired by this, 

and for the remainder of 2025, adopted the 

routine of writing a ‘Dales Haiku’ every 

day in appreciation of nature and the land. 

I will continue this in 2026 and hopefully 

hone my craft. 

There are various forms of haiku, but 

the one I have stuck to is three lines, the 

first with 5 syllables, the second with 7, 

and the third with 5. If you see me walking 

the dogs and counting on my fingers, I’m 

probably mentally writing the day’s haiku! 

It’s a perfect way to observe, 

appreciate and record the minute changes 

in nature and landscape as the year unfolds. 

Happy New Year! 

Rebecca Ward-Dooley 

H 
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Community Events 
The following events have been announced, and details are inside the Link, however, please 

confirm with the organisers, as the situation may change. 
 

REGULAR EVENTS 

What When Where 

Chess Club 1st and 3rd Tues, 7-9pm Kettlewell Village Hall 

Play Table Tennis Wed 4-5, 5-7pm Kettlewell Village Hall 

Funk Wire Thur -fortnightly 2pm Conistone & Kilnsey Village Hall 

Whist Evenings Alternate Wed, 7pm  Buckden Village Institute 

Buckden Singers Thurs – 7.30pm Buckden Village Institute 

Indoor Bowls Wed 1.45-3.35pm Kettlewell Village Hall 

Coffee Morning Thurs – weekly 10.30-12.00  Halton Gill Reading Room 

  

THIS MONTH 

Thu 1 Jan New Year’s Day Labyrinth Gathering, Kettlewell Churchyard 

Fri 2 Jan Christmas dominos, Conistone with Kilnsey Village Hall 

Sun 4 Jan Village Quiz, Buckden Village Institute 

Mon 5 Jan Hubberholme Parliament, Hubberholme church and The George 

Sat 10 Jan Coffee Morning, Buckden Village Institute 

Sat 10 Jan Coffee and Chat, Amerdale Hall, Arncliffe 

Sun 11 Jan Traditional Dales Music, Racehorses Hotel, Kettlewell 

Thu 15 Jan Kettlewell Lunch Club, Kettlewell Village Hall 

Sat 17 Jan Film Night ‘Ballad of Wallis Island’, Kettlewell Village Hall 

Tue 27 Jan Friends of the Dales: Protecting Birds of Prey (online talk)  

Wed 28 Jan Supermobile library, Buckden and Kettlewell 

Fri 30 Jan Littondale BIG Quiz, Amerdale Hall, Arncliffe 

 

FUTURE EVENTS 

Sun 1 Feb  Village Quiz, Buckden Village Institute 

Sat 7 Feb Coffee Morning, Buckden Village Institute 

Sun 8 Feb Traditional Dales Music, Racehorses Hotel, Kettlewell 

Sat 14 Feb Children’s Skittles, Buckden Village Institute (2.30pm) 

Sat 14 Feb Skittles, Buckden Village Institute (7.30pm) 

Mon 23 Feb Kettlewell & District Horticultural Society AGM, Kettlewell Village Hall 

Wed 25 Feb Supermobile library, Buckden and Kettlewell 

Sun 1 Mar  Village Quiz, Buckden Village Institute 

Sat 7 Mar Coffee Morning, Buckden Village Institute 

Sun 8 Mar Traditional Dales Music, Racehorses Hotel, Kettlewell 

Sat 21 March Settle Orchestra and Langcliffe Singers, Settle Parish Church 

Sun 29 Mar Settle Orchestra and Langcliffe Singers, Christ Church, Skipton 

Sun 12 Apr Village Quiz, Buckden Village Institute 

Sun 18 Apr Coffee Morning, Buckden Village Institute 

8-16 Aug Kettlewell Scarecrow Festival 

  



  

 

The following schedule of church services in our parish is planned for this month, however, 
please check the parish website for confirmation at www.upperwharfedalechurches.org 
 

Sunday 4 January 

09.30  Arncliffe Holy Communion 
11.15  Hubberholme Holy Communion 

Sunday 11 January 

10.00 Kettlewell Iona Communion 

Tuesday 13 January  

18.00 Kettlewell Vicarage Sanctuary@6 Healing  

Sunday 18 January 

09.30 Arncliffe Holy Communion 
11.15 Conistone Holy Communion 
16.30 Hubberholme Evening Prayer 

Sunday 25 January 

10.30 Grassington Town Hall Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 

Tuesday 27 January 

18.00 Kettlewell Vicarage Sanctuary@6 Taizé 

Holy Mass is celebrated on Sundays at 9.00 am at St. Margaret Clitherow's 
R.C. Church, Threshfield 

  

http://www.upperwharfedalechurches.org/

