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Is not this the ave chosen: to loose the chains of
injustice and untie the cords of the yoke, to set the oppressed free
and break every yoke? /saiah 58:6



The Link

The Link is the magazine and noticeboard for the Parish of Upper Wharfedale and Littondale, sharing
news, reports and items of interest from the churches and our community. If you have something
to contribute, please email it to your local correspondent or to the editor.

The deadline for submissions is the 20" of the month.

%  Editor: lan Smith - smithiwho@gmail.com

%  Advertising Manager: Jenny Inocco — jeninocco@gmail.com & 07552 034264

%  Buckden & Langstrothdale: Ric Halsall - ric.halsall@aol.com

%  Conistone with Kilnsey: Kathryn & Philip Butterfield - philip.butterfield@outlook.com
%  Kettlewell with Starbotton: David Nelson - DavidNelsondave @aol.com

The Link is distributed free to every household in the parish, and is also available on the Parish
website at https://www.upperwharfedalechurches.org/news-and-views.html

If you would like to receive a copy of the Link by email, please contact the Editor at
smithiwho@gmail.com

The Link is financed by advertising from local businesses, and gifts. If you would like to make a gift
towards the publication of the Link, you can do so through the Parish website
at www.upperwharfedalechurches.org or by scanning this QR code. Your
donations to parish funds help towards publication of the Link and the upkeep
of our churches.

Thank you for your contribution.

Cover art by Parish Pump

Churches Contact Telephone Numbers
Vicar: Revd Tom Lusty - 01756 761072 or 07779 990279
Methodist Minister: Revd Susan Mclvor - ministerskiptonandgrassington@gmail.com
Roman Catholic Priest: Fr Christopher Angel —— 01756 699000
Congregational Minister: TBD
Parish Administrator: Andrew Hitchon — uwandl@outlook.com or 01756 380237

A Dales Prayer

May the Father's grace abound in you
as the flowing water of the beck.

May the Son's love and hope invigorate you
as the rising slopes of fell and dale.

May the Spirit's companionship be with you
as the glory of the golden meadows.

Amen
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From the Vicar.....

Candlemas reflection

Have you seen any snowdrops

recently? They seem to be breaking

out all over the parish, and possibly
will be in full bloom by the time this
article is published.

There is a delightful legend relating
to this time of year to do with
snowdrops. That when Adam and Eve

trudged out of the Garden of Eden it
was winter. They trudged out, into the
snow, holding hands and shivering with
despair. And an angel took pity on them.
Breathing gently on the falling snowflakes,
the angel transformed them into
snowdrops. These fragile flowers were to
remind them both that in the cold days of
.~ winter there would be brighter days to
come - that winter would not be for ever.

In the northern hemisphere 2 February is a turning point in the year, falling as it
does halfway between the winter solstice and the spring equinox, just when the
first signs of spring are getting evident, when days are getting perceptibly longer
and the darkest nights of winter are falling away.

Additionally, Candlemas falls just a fortnight after ‘Blue Monday’, purportedly
the unhappiest day of the year. When post-Christmas financial stress is at its
greatest, the impact of the return to work is making itself felt, new year’s
resolutions are falling away, summer holidays are far distant, and we gaze out of
our windows at storm tossed trees and waterlogged pathways.

It can be a time of year when the advice | was given at theological college can be
helpful: to “keep on turning up”. To just keep doing what needs doing. To keep
on keeping on. To not overanalyse stuff. And in so doing you might just see the
snowdrops, the glimmers of hope ahead.

U0 ae



From the Churches & Villages

| Lent Lunches H Thank you from Skipton Food Bank! ‘

) Trussell

- to all who have given to
us over the Christmas
4 period.
I ent FROM EVERYONE @ SKIPTON FOOD BANK

12noon — 1.30pm

‘We have given out 225 Christmas parcels to people
referred in by our local support agencies. One recipient
messaged afterwards to say ‘I've just received the
Christmas presents packages . From the bottom of my
heart, thank you. For everything. From start to finish
you have provided so much support and the gifts

W e d nes d ay s provided are absolutely amazing "
25t February - Grassington Congregational Church EMERGENCY FOOD PARCELS
4" March - Kettlewell Village Hall e T e
11" March - Buckden Village Institute We had a partcularly large donation of cereal colleted at Sutton |
18" March - Kettlewell Village Hall o o T i of
25" March - Church House, Grassington Square sl el s
A simple meal of soup, bread and cheese,
for a donation to Christian Aid FINANCIAL SUPPORT [l oo s ors

helping us each week with sorting our food,
‘We are really grateful to all who collecting donations, delivering, welcoming, istening
support the we are grateful.

Thanks to all our refferal
agencies who referin and at
drop off Christmas parcels to
people.

b
Thanks also to the Skipton '
Baptist Church family and

Skipton Building Society who
volunteered and helped us

with packing our Christmas
parcels this year.

A short Lenten address will follow the lunches at
Kettlewell & Buckden

Lunch Lunches will be held in the district -
on Wednesdays throughout Lent. Donations St Michael & All Angels,
for a simple meal of soup, bread and cheese Hubberholme

will be given to Christian Aid. A short
address will follow the meal when held on
the three occasions in the Upper Dale.
Everyone welcome.

February Rotas
Sidesperson
1 S&D Parsons
15 S&D Lusted
22 H&K Jeddere-Fisher

St Mary’s, Kettlewell

Flowers/cleaning
February Rotas 1 H Jeddere-Fisher
Sidespeople 8 L Sowden
8 Clare Blakey-Williams 15 L Sowden
After Service Tea/Coffee 22 L Smith (Lent - no flowers)
8 Di Blakey-Williams
Cleaning Sue Nelson Hubberholme Fund-raising and Social

activities will start again next month. There
will be the usual mixture of events



advertised in the Link, on the village
website and on poster displayed locally.
Further details will be made available next
month once the 2026 programme has been
finalised. The robins, knitted and put into
church by the Buckden Knit & Natter
Group, raised a tremendous £750.01 in
donations for the Martins House Children's
Charity. Truly amazing and our heartfelt
thanks to everyone.

Buckden & Langstrothdale

St Mary’s, Conistone

February Rotas
Sidespeople
22 Allison Clarke & Philip Butterfield
Flowers and Cleaning
1 Reem Aboulhosn
8 Reem Aboulhosn
15 Reem Aboulhosn
22 Lent - no flowers
Opening Church
2 Philip Butterfield
9 Lewis Adams
16 Allison Clarke
23 Jane Pighills/Michelle Parkin-Vaughan
Mar 2 Philip Butterfield

St Oswald’s, Arncliffe

February Rotas
Opening church w/c
1 Hilary Follows
8 Tan/Sally Smith
15 Elspeth Miller
22 Sarah Paul
1 Mar Rebecca Ward-Dooley
Sidesperson
15 Sally Smith
22 Rebecca Ward-Dooley
1 Mar Sarah Paul
Coffee
15 Ian Smith
22 Sarah Paul
1 Mar Sally Smith
Flowers: Jane Raper
Cleaning: Brian and Jane Raper

Mobile Library
The mobile library will be in Buckden car
park on Wednesday 25 February at its new
time of 10.30am until 11.30am, before
moving down to Kettlewell.

Buckden Whist

Buckden whist evenings continue this
month on Wednesday 4™ and Wednesday
18™. Doors open at 6.15pm and play starts
at 6.45pm. There is an entry charge of £3.50
which includes refreshments. For further
information pleae contact David Lusted on
760877.

Hubberholme Land Letting
January 5% — another dark, cold, wintery
evening as folk gathered to witness and

continue Hubberholme’s
Land-Letting tradition that
) dates to the 1750s. Preceded
l by a short service of evening
prayer at St Michael and
;g\\) All  Angels, The
(ﬁ ! _J George was soon
filled and the candle lit
to herald the start of the auction. As
customary, our Parish Priest, the Rev. Tom
Lusty, led the proceedings and entertained
us with his excellent ‘What happened in
20257’ quiz and even managed to get a few
aspiring poets to put pen to paper.
Meanwhile bidding slowly progressed and
eventually the 16 acres of rough pastureland
was secured by Mrs Gill Huck of Church
Farm, Hubberholme for £550. A special
mention to our new landlord and lady (Greg
and Claire) who weathered the evening long
into the night as the candle flame spluttered
and recovered numerous times, before it
gave up its last gasp at 00:52hrs. Outside,
the night temperature had already dropped
to minus 7.5C as the weary revelers made
their way homewards, under a spectacular
crystal-clear sky.



Buckden Skittles

Children’s  skittles on

Saturday 14 February

in Buckden Village
Institute at 2.00pm.
To book your place,
contact Lucy Huck

at lucyhubberholme@gmail.com.

This will be followed by adult skittles at
7.30pm. £5 per head - bring your own
drinks and nibbles; cash prize for the
winning team. Proceeds to Yorkshire Air
Ambulance. Email skittles@buckden.org to
book your place.

Buckden Village Quiz
The February quiz will be in the Buck Inn
on Sunday 1 February. Take your seats
from 7.00 p.m. Bring your own drinks and
snacks. Quiz starts: 7.30 p.m. Entry fee -
£2.50 per person. In aid of the Yorkshire Air
Ambulance. Everyone welcome. Further
info — email: quiz@buckden.org.

Buckden Coffee Morning

Saturday 7 February
The February event will be a Macmillan
Coffee Morning with Raffle. 10.30 - 12.30.
Coffee/tea and cake - £3.00. Donations of
cakes and Raffle prizes are always
appreciated. Please come along and support
this very worthwhile charity. Everyone
welcome.

Kettlewell with Starbotton

*Keﬂlewell

Kettlewell Scarecrow Festival
8-16 August 2026
The Scarecrow Festival is a community
event which takes place every year with a
display of over 150 scarecrows ranging

from the spectacular and the sublime to the
ridiculous. There are approximately 1,000
visitors a day in the village which takes a lot
of organisation. The festival has two main
purposes; 1) to give visiting families an
enjoyable, fun and affordable day out, and
2) to create funds for our local community.
The funds primarily support the school, the
church and the village hall and any local
group or activity can apply for funding after
the event has finished. (You will have seen
a list of beneficiaries from last year in the
January Link and all beneficiaries are
encouraged to offer practical support for the
festival). Visitors will be able to follow the
trail sheet with the chance of winning a
daily prize, peruse the gifts on the stall and
delight in the wonderful food provided in
the village hall.

It is an entirely voluntary event,
coordinated by a committee of 12 local
people but relies on the vast majority of the
community being involved. There are many
ways to be involved, all as valuable as the
next, from buttering bread to clearing bins,
making a scarecrow or tableau of your own
to making signs or designing a trail sheet.
Any and all skills will be used so please
consider volunteering in some capacity.

If you are new to the area, want to know
more or have some fresh ideas please feel
free to contact Clare on 07779933262 or
canddaway(@gmail.com

The Scarecrow Festival themes this year
will be published in next month’s Link
magazine.

HELP: Plea for materials to make
scarecrow bases. We require bucket sized
tubs and wooden posts or 2 x 1 pieces - all
and any types and sizes would be
appreciated. If you can help please contact
Charlotte (07866 031377) or Lucy (07768
752218). Thank you.

The Scarecrow Committee
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INSPIRING WOMEN

Kettlewell & District WI

FILM SHOW & FINAL MEETING
Tuesday 10 February
Kettlewell Village Hall, 2.00pm
Sadly, our WI is closing, after eighty-five
years, so, we invite anyone who may be
interested in watching some video footage
of past Village Hall Entertainments to come
along and join us. It may be that you have
taken part! This is a time for some fun and
reminiscence. We offer a warm welcome,
with refreshments, to everyone who would
like to come along. There will be no charge.

Z Racehorses Hoftel

dunday
19" Februarg 2026
Enrol - 3:30 pm
Start Time ~ 4:00pm

10.00 per person

4 / R it e A3 2
tnelude a light Afternoon Tea

U

“the proceeds will be donated,

e charity of the winner's choice

01756 760233 - info@racehorsgsholel.co.uk

Kettlewell Film Night
The February film is
‘Downton Abbey: The

Grand  Finale’  on
Saturday 14 February.
7.30pm. Adults £6,

School age £3. Tickets
available from the village shop or on the
door. Bring your own drinks and nibbles.
Ice creams available in the interval.

‘When Mary finds herself in a public
scandal and the family faces financial
trouble, the household grapples with the
threat of social disgrace. The Crawleys
must embrace change with the next
generation leading Downton Abbey into the
future.’

Look out for ‘The Guernsey Literary
and Potato Peel Pie Society’ in March and
the ‘The Choral’ in April.

Kettlewell & District Horticultural

Society
The Annual General
Meeting of the Society
will be held in the
Meeting Room  of
Kettlewell Village Hall
at 7.30pm on Monday
23  February. All
welcome to attend. The themes for the
Photographic Sections of The Show in
September are ‘Best of Friends’, ‘Great
British Weather’ and the usual ‘Any
Subject.” Photographs not to exceed 8” x 6”
before mounting. Happy snapping.

Kettlewell Lunch Club
Kettlewell Lunch Club
will meet on Thursday \5$CH
19 February at 1230 /Y
for 12.45 in Kettlewell ~
Village Hall. If you
didn’t put your name
forward at the January
meeting, please ring or text

~s



Sue on 760887 or 07765 506738 by 4pm on
Sunday 15 February to reserve your place.
If there’s no answer on the landline, please
leave a message. The cost is £6 for two
courses plus coffee and wine is available by
donation. If, for any reason, you need to
cancel your meal between Monday 16 and
Thursday 19 February or are an absentee on
the day, the meal will still need to be paid
for as provisions will have already been
ordered or purchased. The Lunch Club is
open to all who are over 55 and live in the
Parish Council area of Kettlewell with
Starbotton. If you are able, it is expected
that the ‘younger’ folk attending would be
willing to help clear following the meal.

Kettlewell Primary School

We have been enjoying our wonderful
outdoor area, using it ourselves and
alongside our federated schools. Making
worm charmers and then hunting for worms
and creating natural spinning tops which
work really well!

Friends of Kettlewell School are holding
a skittle bowling event at Buckden institute
on Saturday 14 February at 2.30pm. £1 per
player. Refreshment available to purchase.
Also, a coffee morning at Kettlewell Village
Hall on Saturday 14 March.

Littondale

Amerdale Hall Events

Coffee & Cake
Halton Gill Reading Room
Saturday 14 February 10.30-12.30
A chance to catch up with neighbours and
friends. Tea, coffee and homemade baking
to eat in or take away. Payment by donation.
We look forward to seeing you.

LITTONDALE'S GOT TALENT!
Saturday 28 February

There is still time to get your act together
and register to take part in Littondale's Got
Talent 2026. Please let us know by Friday
6 February: gillscott007@gmail.com or
carrfarm202 1 @gmail.com

Audience tickets are available from
www.amerdale-hall-littondale.net. £10 per
person (suggested minimum age 12, but at
parent's discretion). Doors & bar open at

Amerdale Hall, Arnchiffe.
Saturday 28" February.

LITTONDALE’S
A6

Doors & bar open at 7pm.
(Hot Sandwich available in the interval.)
Tickets £10.

by email; info@amerdale-halllittondale.net

All proceeds to Amerdale Hall (CIO No. 1193881)

Tickets from www.amerdale-hall-littondale .net or contact us
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7pm. Hot supper available in the interval.
Book now to avoid disappointment.

Do you fancy getting out of the house for a cuppa,
a chat or a game of cards?

Or can you suggest something else ?
Come along and join our weekly Monday Club.

We would love to hear your ideas and suggestions
for any activities/things that you would like to do.

EVERYONE WELCOME

Starting Monday 2nd February 2026
Time - from 1pm
Place - Amerdale Hall, Arncliffe

For further information contact
Alison Mason 07427 039580
Joan Middleton 01756 770211

Parish wide & beyond

Would you like to drive the bus?

In April, the 72B Upper Wharfedale
Venturer service will have been going
for 10 years. Several of our volunteers
have recently retired or left the area,
and consequently we looking to find
some new drivers. Volunteers typically
drive once or twice a month subject to
their availability. Full training is given
and we arrange DBS clearance. If you
have a D1 entitlement on your driving
licence and would like to try something
a bit different for our community, why
not find out more by contacting Peter
Vetch peter@upperwharfedale.com
and we can arrange to have a chat.

Public Meeting — ‘School Transport
Changes impact us all’
Tuesday 3 February at 7.00 p.m.
Kettlewell Village Hall
Recent media reports have highlighted the
issues with the new NYC homes to school
transport policy and the problems it is
causing for families in our more remote
communities. Come and learn about how
this threatens the whole Upper Wharfedale
and Littondale community, how it affects us
all - including those who do not have
school-age children - and how you can help
fight this discriminatory and damaging

policy.
Organised by the Parish Councils of
Buckden and Kettlewell with Starbotton.

Dales Traditional Music
The Dales Traditional Music Pub Session in
the Racehorses, Kettlewell, on 11 January
was a cosy, warm happening in the bar with
five 'performers' and several local people
listening in happily. We agreed to meet
there again on Sunday 8 February from 1pm
to 4pm. Hopefully with kinder weather to
draw more people in! All welcome.

Brush Up Your Shakespeare!
Shakespeare set to ‘pop up’ in Arncliffe in
an outbreak of ‘Midsummer Madness!” We
may still be scraping the ice from our
windscreens, but the UWALS Discover
Shakespeare group is looking ahead to
summer — when they plan to treat Arncliffe
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residents and visitors to a little touch of
Shakespeare in the sun - and are now
actively recruiting volunteers to get
involved in their latest highly original
project.....

For about an hour or so during the
afternoon of Saturday 20 June, in a variety
of locations around the village, members of
the group plan to present/perform several
impromptu short extracts and speeches
from various Shakespeare plays which are
particularly suited to the chosen locations.
Some might call it a kind of ‘pop-up
Shakespeare promenade’. Borrowing a
phrase from a famous scene in Twelfth
Night, they are calling the one-off event
‘Midsummer Madness’.

The 25+ strong group - which aims to
stimulate engagement with Shakespeare’s
work through active participation — is still
hoping to recruit more volunteers for the

project.
Project co-ordinator Ron Norman
stresses that the focus of ‘Discover

Shakespeare’ is always on enjoyment
through participation - and adds that there
are opportunities for people to be involved
in all sorts of ways, whatever their previous
experience or acting abilities.

So even if you’re somewhat
Shakespeare-phobic (but perhaps a little
Bard-curious?), Ron will be leading an
introductory workshop open to all on
Saturday 21 March in Amerdale Hall,
Arncliffe — absolutely no previous
experience necessary!

Lifelong Shakespeare-fan Ron explains
the origins of ‘Midsummer Madness’:
‘When we first moved to the village I was
immediately struck by Shakespearian
resonances wherever we looked....... we
were constantly coming across locations
which brought to mind specific moments
and scenes from the plays. And I’ve always
felt there is something particularly magical
about taking Shakespeare’s words out from
the theatre and into the open, placing them
in and around our familiar surroundings.’

The introductory come-and-have-a-go
session on 21 March runs from 10am — 4pm,
but anyone interested is welcome to come
along for as long as they can manage. There
is just a £5 charge to cover costs, with
tea/coffee included. Between then and June,
members of the group will be working on a
variety of short scenes and extracts in
preparation for the day of ‘pop-up’ alfresco
Shakespeare in June.

Settle Orchestra

Settle Orchestra is pleased to announce its
Spring 2026 concert, bringing together
orchestra and choir in a significant
collaboration with the Langcliffe Singers
for a performance of Beethoven’s Mass in
C. The programme also features
Beethoven’s dramatic Egmont Overture and
Mendelssohn’s chorale cantata O Haupt
voll Blut und Wunden.



This concert continues a long-standing
musical  partnership  between  Settle
Orchestra and the Langcliffe Singers,
whose previous collaborations — including
a much-praised performance of Brahms’
Requiem — have become highlights of the
local classical music calendar.

Conducted by Andre Chan, Settle
Orchestra’s 2025-26 season conductor and
a postgraduate conductor at the Royal

Northern  College of Music, the
performance explores Beethoven’s
expressive sacred writing, balancing

intimacy with dramatic power.

2 Saturday 21 March 2026 — 3.30pm
Settle Parish Church

2 Sunday 29 March 2026 — 3:30pm
Christ Church, Skipton

Eyes on the Skies - Protecting Birds of
Prey

As an independent charity free from all
financial and political ties, Friends of the
Dales has spent more than four decades
campaigning on the big issues affecting the
Yorkshire Dales. Its new campaign is no
different, speaking out against the ongoing
criminal persecution of birds of prey, a
barbaric practice that continues, despite
these majestic species having been
protected in law for over 70 years. To learn
more about justice for birds of prey, sign up
for one or both of the charity’s next two free
online talks:

Saving Our Precious Sky Dancers — with
Indy Kiemel Greene & Adrian Rowe
from Hen Harrier Action
Wednesday 18 February, 5:30-7:00pm
Indy — familiar from Springwatch, 8 Out of
10 Bats, and the HHA Skydancer Day — will
introduce the iconic, red-listed hen harrier:
how to recognise it, its key behaviours, and
why it’s a vital indicator of upland
ecosystem health. Adrian will then reveal
how satellite tagging helps monitor raptors
and exposes illegal persecution, and how
the charity is funding both tags and
specialised wildlife-crime detection dogs to

strengthen protection efforts.

Talking Raptor Persecution with Dr
Ruth Tingay
Wednesday 18 March, 5:30-7:00pm
Hear from wildlife conservationist Dr Ruth
Tingay, who has worked in the field of
raptor research and conservation for more
than 30 years. A former President of the
international Raptor Research Foundation,
Ruth now focuses on campaigning against
the illegal killing of birds of prey in the UK
through the blog Raptor Persecution UK.
She is also a co-director of the hard-hitting
wildlife conservation organisation Wild
Justice with Chris Packham.



Book for both free talks at:
www.friendsofthedales.org.uk/events

All talks can also be viewed later via:
www.youtube.com/@friendsofthedales

Root Returns Farmers Group & Events
Yorkshire Dales Rivers Trust’s new

farming and conservation officer, Heather
Challis has set up Roots Returns Farmer
Group on Facebook.

The new group offers farmers, landowners

and land managers in the Yorkshire Dales

and Nidderdale direct access to information

about events and training workshops to

support with adapting, understanding

and/or accessing funding opportunities

focused on:

%  Soil health

% Water management

% Regenerative farming techniques

% Reducing agricultural run-off entering
watercourses

This new group is being run by YDRT with

funding by Yorkshire Water and can be

found at:

www.facebook.com/groups/rootreturnsfar

mers/ You can also contact Heather direct

for free confidential advice at:

heather.challis@ydrt.co.uk and

07443344626

Reading Challenge!
2&.
IN.

START A NEW CHAPTER

ADULT READING CHALLENGE
AT NORTH YORKSHIRE LIBRARIES

reacsp (2 oo
A BOOK

i THAN
YOU'VE 250

READ
BEFORE

INTEREST

Read one book from each category to be entered
into the prize draw for some amazing goodies!

Pop into Grassington Community library for
more information and an entry form.

North Yorkshire Council is running an adult
reading challenge ‘Start a New Chapter’
from 19 January to 12 April. Over 18’s have
to read 4 books - one from each of four
different categories for a chance of winning
a book token or a bag of reading related
goodies. Grassington ~ and  Upper
Wharfedale Hub is taking part in this, and
you can borrow all your books from a North
Yorkshire library or the digital library.

You must choose one book for each of
the four categories, and each book can only
count for one category, e.g. a non-fiction
book shorter than 250 pages can be used for
either ‘non-fiction’ or ‘a book shorter than
250 pages’, but not both.

Hand in your completed entry form at
any North Yorkshire library by 12 April
2026. Winners will be randomly selected
from all completed entries. Please make
sure your form includes contact details and
covers all four categories. The prize draw
will take place after the deadline. Winners
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will be contacted and have two weeks to
collect their prize or arrange collection. Rainfall in Arncliffe 2025 (mm)
After that, the prize will be offered to
another entrant.

The library service can be contacted on: 300

350
OAverage rainfall

libraries@northyorks.gov.uk or 250
01609 5853800
200
Rainfall for December 2025 150
Arncliffe: 201.7 mm/7.94 ins
100
December rainfall 2000-2025 50
Highest: 449.6 mm/17.70 ins (2015)
Lowest: 38.1 mm/1.50 ins (2010) O L a4 e = o
Average: 209.6 mm/8.25 ins s 2223328028

Real Lives

Roger Carswell will speak and interview

Jamie Jones-Buchanan
Leeds Rhinos legend.

Sunday 22" February
at 3pm
at Hetton Chapel.

Hetton Chapel, Main Street, Hetton, BD23 6LT
Hettonchapel.org.uk
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D 50 Years of the Link

The April 1997 edition included this article commemorating the Queen’s silver jubilee
and recalling the changes that had taken place in the dales over the 25 years since her

coronation.
'THEN and NO W'

A local resident recalls -

Thinking ahead to June 1977 and the Silver Jubilee
of our Queen, my thoughts wandered back to Coronation Year,
almost twenty-five years ago.

I remember the dales' people all took part in a
Pageant for the celebrations, with old songs and country
dancing on the village green, followed by a marvellous
firework display in the evening, in the woods above
Hubberholne.

Now, twenty-five years hence with the Jubilee coming
along, I look back and marvel at the changes that have taken
place in our little community over the years.

I recall, we along with several more farmers in this
part of the dale bought our first tractors around this
time, previously, all the farm work had been carried out
with the help of horses. We were very fond of them, they
seemed part of the family, it never seemed quite the same
working along side the tractor, there wasn't much point in
giving it a friendly word of encouragement, it couldn't
hear you and respond as did the horses - tractors responses
only come from tanks full of fuel.

As petrol rationing wes still with us, we couldn't go
far afield for our entertainment, which left us depending
more on the social evenings organised by one or the other
of our villages, whist-drives and dances being the chief
events, or maybe an occasional concert given by the locals;
very much enjoyed, by young and aged alike.

Many other changes too, have taken place since
Coronation Year, for better or worse, I wouldn't like to
predict,

Perhaps, lokking back, we could call them the "Good
old days" and really mean it, I do believe we were more
happy and content with our lot at that time, many found




more time to thank God for his gifts of yesterday,
especially for this lovely dale, in which we were -
and still are priviledged to live,

On looking through some old farming accounts,
it is amazing what one pound would buy in 1952, and
how little that same pound would buy today.

Por instance, in 1952 lambs were selling for
between five and seven pounds each, in comparison,
prices today range from twelve to forty pounds,
according to quality., Likewise, in the cattle
markets, a good dairy cow in 1952 selling at
around eighty pounds, would today fetch three or
four hundred pounds.

Feeding stuffs too, have been on the upward
trend during this period, Hay, which in 1952
could have been bought for twelve pounds per ton,
would now cost the farmer fifty or sixty pounds,
oats, maige, and all dairy feeds are up to 500%
dearer over the years,

On the whole, I expect we could say the
increases in price, are balanced between sales and
purchases, which are to say the least - getting
a bit out of hand)




S Country Diary -

The first warm day,
And by mid-afternoon
the snow is no more
than a washing
strewn over the yards
the bedding rolled in knots
and leaking water
the white shirts lying
under the evergreens
From Late February by Ted Kooser

Years ago, | used to think of February as the
bleakest of all the months, but now, living
in the dale, I am much more alert to the tiny
incremental moments when the land is
beginning to waken from its winter slumber.
The promise of spring, however briefly, can
be sensed, in moments of fleeting softer,
warmer air, or in the uplift in bird song - for
me the most tangible and welcome of signs.
As I write, we are emerging from a few
days of fog shrouding the landscape.
Towards the end of last year, I read a
wonderful book called ‘Chasing Fog’ by
Laura Pashby. Initially a seemingly peculiar
choice of subject matter to dedicate a whole
book to, upon reading it became a
fascinating and lyrical insight into fog itself,
as a weather phenomenon, but also the
many moments in literature and film in
which fog is almost a character in itself
(think: Wuthering Heights, Hound of the
Baskervilles, Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde).
From reading the book, I learned that the
atmospheric conditions that lead to the
incidences of fog, like so many other things
in our climate, is in decline: “(fog is)...
silent and assuming, which is probably why
we have not noticed that fog seems to be
slipping away. A 2009 study found that in

Europe here had been a 50% drop in ‘low
visibility' events since the 1970s. Many
scientists believe it to be a direct result of

climate change” Laura Pashby.

Whilst fog can be somewhat challenging
and unnerving to drive in, if able to do so, it
can be magical and ethereal to explore the
landscape so dramatically changed by its
presence, and after learning more about it,
and its decline, I made sure that this time I
enjoyed its eerie and atmospheric presence.

Rebecca Ward-Dooley




Community Events

The following events have been announced, and details are inside the Link, however, please
confirm with the organisers, as the situation may change.

THIS MONTH
Sun 1 Feb
Tue 3 Feb
Sat 7 Feb
Sun 8 Feb
Tue 10 Feb
Sat 14 Feb
Sat 14 Feb
Sat 14 Feb
Sat 14 Feb
Sun 15 Feb
Thu 19 Feb
Sun 22 Feb
Mon 23 Feb
Wed 25 Feb
Sat 28 Feb

Village Quiz, Buckden Village Institute

Public meeting on School Transport, Kettlewell Village Hall

Coffee Morning, Buckden Village Institute

Traditional Dales Music, Racehorses Hotel, Kettlewell

Kettlewell & District WI Film Show, Kettlewell Village Hall

Coffee & Chat, Halton Gill Reading Room

Children’s Skittles, Buckden Village Institute

Skittles, Buckden Village Institute

Film Night ‘Downton Abbey: The Grand Finale’, Kettlwwell Village Hall
Whist Drive, Racehorses Hotel, Kettlewell

Kettlewell Lunch Club, Kettlewell Village Hall

Interview with Jamie-Jones Buchanan, Hetton Chapel

Kettlewell & District Horticultural Society AGM, Kettlewell Village Hall
Supermobile library, Buckden and Kettlewell

‘Littondale’s Got Talent 2026°, Amerdale Hall

FUTURE EVENTS

Sun 1 Mar Village Quiz, Buckden Village Institute

Sat 7 Mar Coffee Morning, Buckden Village Institute

Sun 8 Mar Traditional Dales Music, Racehorses Hotel, Kettlewell

Sat 21 Mar ‘Discover Shakespeare’ Workshop, Amerdale Hall

Sat 21 March  Settle Orchestra and Langcliffe Singers, Settle Parish Church

Sun 29 Mar Settle Orchestra and Langcliffe Singers, Christ Church, Skipton

Sun 12 Apr Village Quiz, Buckden Village Institute

Sun 18 Apr Coffee Morning, Buckden Village Institute

Sat 20 June ‘Midsummer Madness’ Shakespeare festival, Arncliffe

8-16 Aug Kettlewell Scarecrow Festival

REGULAR EVENTS

What When Where

Chess Club 1%t and 3™ Tues, 7-9pm Kettlewell Village Hall
Play Table Tennis Wed 4-5, 5-7pm Kettlewell Village Hall
Funk Wire Thur -fortnightly 2pm Conistone & Kilnsey Village Hall
Buckden Whist Alternate Wed, 7pm Buckden Village Institute
Buckden Singers Thurs — 7.30pm Buckden Village Institute
Indoor Bowls Wed 1.45-3.35pm Kettlewell Village Hall
Coffee Morning Thurs — weekly 10.30-12.00 Halton Gill Reading Room
The Monday Club Monday - weekly, 1pm Amerdale Hall



me

The following schedule of church services in our parish is planned for this month, however,
please check the parish website for confirmation at www.upperwharfedalechurches.org

‘ Sunday 1 February - Candlemas ‘

10.30 Hubberholme United Parish Holy Communion

‘ Sunday 8 February ‘
10.00 Kettlewell lona Communion

‘ Tuesday 10 February ‘
18.00 Kettlewell Vicarage Sanctuary@6 Healing

‘ Sunday 15 February ‘
09.30 Arncliffe Holy Communion
11.15 Hubberholme Holy Communion

‘ Wednesday 18 February — Ash Wednesday ‘
11.00 Conistone Holy Communion with Ashing

‘ Sunday 22 February ‘
09.30 Arncliffe Holy Communion
11.15 Conistone Holy Communion
16.30 Hubberholme Evening Prayer

‘ Tuesday 24 February
18.00 Kettlewell Vicarage Sanctuaty@6 Taizé

Holy Mass is celebrated on Sundays at 9.00 am at St. Margaret Clitherow's
R.C. Church, Threshfield



http://www.upperwharfedalechurches.org/

